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Selected Top Priority for State GovernmentSelected Top Priority for State Government

23%

Cutting 
property taxes

Q1

10%

Health care

Public 
education 33%

Criminal justice & prisons

22%

5%

All equal / 
Don�t know

Transportation & highways 3%

Illegal 
immigration

% �Public Education�: Democrats 38%, Independents 30%, Republicans 30%

4%



Feelings Toward Selected GroupsFeelings Toward Selected Groups

27%

16%

14%

42%

34%

36%

43% 38% 6%

7%

17%

21%

Public school
teachers

Principals

Superintendents

School boards

Very Positive Somewhat Positive Negative

Q2 a,b,c,d

Total Positive

81% 81%

2007 2006 2005

85%

69% 68% 72%

49% 52% 54%

49% 49% 51%

2004

81%

71%

51%

51%

2003

77%

65%

50%

50%



Grade the Public Schools in Your CommunityGrade the Public Schools in Your Community

Q3

All Voters Public School Parents

A

B: 42%

25%

19%6%

C

D F
5%

A or B
2004: 64%
2005: 66%
2006: 59%
2007: 62%

A

B: 39%

22%
30%

3%

C

D F

A or B
2004: 72%
2005: 77%
2006: 74%
2007: 69%

4%



Grade the School Your Child AttendsGrade the School Your Child Attends
AskedAsked only of parents of children in school

41%

Q6c

A

C 
17%

B 38%

D-F 
4%

A or B
2003: 80%
2004: 84%
2005: 86%
2006: 85%
2007: 79%



Rate Your ChildRate Your Child��s Teachers Overalls Teachers Overall
AskedAsked only of parents of children in school

29%

Q6d

Excellent

Good 29%

Very Good

32%

Only Fair 
6%

Marginal + Poor 

4%

Excellent / 
Very Good / Good

2003: 84%
2004: 88%
2005: 89%
2006: 88%
2007: 89%



76%

59%

50%

17%

23%

34%

22%

12%

12%

61%

67%

26%

7%

3%

9%All Voters

Democrats

Independents

Republicans

Public school
parents

Too little About the right amount Too much

Is state government spending too much, too little, or Is state government spending too much, too little, or 
about the right amount on education?about the right amount on education?

Q4



62% 64% 64% 65%
61%

25%
19%

24%
20% 26%

9%9%7% 9% 8%0%

50%

100%

2003
Q4

2004 2005

About right

Too little

Too much

2007 Republicans: Too little 50%, About right 34%, Too much 12% 

Is state government spending too much, too little, or Is state government spending too much, too little, or 
about the right amount on education? about the right amount on education? 

2006 2007



Volunteered Qualities or Factors that Make a Good Public SchoolVolunteered Qualities or Factors that Make a Good Public School

Q5

Only responses 4% or 
greater are listed

5%
5%

12%
5%

16%
4%
5%

12%
18%

5%
15%

24%
4%
6%
6%
7%

15%
40%

4%

9%
17%

25%
51%

10%

4%

TEACHERS (NET)
Good / excellent teachers

Qualified / certified / experienced  teachers
Caring / dedicated teachers

Good faculty / staff
Better / good / teacher pay / benefits
CURRICULUM / PROGRAMS (NET)

Good classes / curriculum
Diversified / well rounded education

Good education
Learn basics / reading / writing / arithmetic

High standards / motivation to achieve
Extracurricular activities / after school programs

STUDENT DISCIPLINE / PERFORMANCE
Student discipline / respect / behavior

Good / successful students / good grades
CLASS SIZE / MATERIALS (NET)
Smaller class sizes / teacher ratio

Materials / resources / supplies / facilities
Modern technology / computers / Internet

ADMINISTRATION / PARENTS (NET)
Parental involvement / cooperation

Good principal / superintendent / administration
TESTING

SAFETY / SECURITY / NO DRUGS



Q7

Perceived Status and Current Trend of Perceived Status and Current Trend of 
Public Schools in TexasPublic Schools in Texas

Schools are in bad 
shape and not 
getting better

Schools are in 
bad shape but 
are starting to 
improve

Schools have 
improved and need 
to continue 
to do so

Schools are in pretty 
good shape

20%

14%
50%

12%

DK



12%

50%

14%

20%

Q7

Schools are in 
pretty good 
shape

12% 11%

2006 2005 2004

12%

43% 50% 48%

20% 16% 15%

23% 20% 19%

2003

15%

45%

17%

20%

2007

Schools have 
improved and 
need to continue 
to do so
Schools are in 
bad shape but 
are starting to 
improve

Schools are in 
bad shape and 
not getting better

Perceived Status and Current Trend of Perceived Status and Current Trend of 
Public Schools in TexasPublic Schools in Texas



Volunteered Ways Public Schools Need to ImproveVolunteered Ways Public Schools Need to Improve
Asked of the 84% who do NOT say �schools are in pretty good shape� in Q7

Q7a

Only responses 
4% or greater 
are listed

6%

14%

29%
15%

11%
27%

4%
21%

17%

10%
4%

14%
13%

10%
7%
8%

5%
4%

TEACHER PAY / TEACHERS (NET)
Better / good / teacher pay / benefits

Better quality / more experienced teachers
CURRICULUM / PROGRAMS (NET)

Learn basics / reading / writing / arithmetic
More emphasis / focus on education / academics
STUDENT DISCIPLINE / PERFORMANCE (NET)

Improved student discipline / behavior
CLASS SIZES / MATERIALS (NET)

Smaller class sizes / more one on one time
Increase funding for materials / textbooks / facilities

TESTING (NET)
Less emphasis on testing

PARENTS / ADMINISTRATION (NET)
More parental involvement
SCHOOL FUNDING (NET)

increase school funding
BETTER SAFETY / SECURITY / NO DRUGS



67% 69% 72% 69% 67%

23% 21% 20% 23% 24%

5%
6%5%5%6%

0%

50%

100%

2003
Q8

2004 2005

Kept the same

Increased

Decreased

Should state funding for public schools be 
increased, kept the same, or decreased?

2007 % �Increased�: Democrats 79%, Independents 68%, Republicans 56% 

2006 2006



Which statement comes closer to your own viewpoint about public Which statement comes closer to your own viewpoint about public education:education:
Some people say we can provide our children with a good, adequate education by 
using our current education dollars, so we should not invest more money into 

public education.
Other people say our children deserve better, and we can give them an excellent 

education by fully funding the proven reforms already in place, and investing more 
money into public education.

32%

5%

62%
Invest more 

money into public 
education

Should not 
invest more 
money into 

public 
education

Both equal / neither

Q9

DK

Percent �Invest more�
Democrats: 72%

Independents: 60%
Republicans: 55%



75%
69%

73% 70%
67%

17%
23% 20% 22% 25%

2%2%2%1%3%
0%

50%

100%

2003
Q10

2004 2005

About Right

Falls Short

Excessive

Do you think Texas public school teacher pay is excessive, Do you think Texas public school teacher pay is excessive, 
is about right, or falls short of what it ought to be?is about right, or falls short of what it ought to be?

2007 % �Falls short�: Democrats 72%, Independents 62%, Republicans 66% 

2006 2007



63%

54%

53%

29%

36%

38%

29%63%

57% 34%All Voters

Democrats

Independents

Republicans

Public school parents

Give all teachers a pay raise
Target teachers whose students show improvement

Q10a

If additional state money is allocated for teacher pay raises, If additional state money is allocated for teacher pay raises, 
should the pay raise be given to all teachers to raise the overashould the pay raise be given to all teachers to raise the overall ll 

standard of teacher pay, and to attract and retain better teachestandard of teacher pay, and to attract and retain better teachers, OR rs, OR 
should the pay raise be targeted to those teachers whose studentshould the pay raise be targeted to those teachers whose students s 

show improvement on state standardized test scores?show improvement on state standardized test scores?



84%

81%

78%

10%

12%

14%

12%83%

81% 12%All Voters

Democrats

Independents

Republicans

Public school parents

more work to do to properly fund public schools
sufficiently addressed the issue of public school funding

Q11

As you may know, last year the Texas state legislature passed a school finance 
plan which dedicated all of the revenue from a new tax on businesses to cutting school 

property taxes and included a one-time two thousand dollar teacher pay raise.
Based on what you know about this plan and public school funding � do you think the 

state legislature has sufficiently addressed the issue of public school funding, or do 
you think the state legislature has more work to do to properly fund public schools?

The state legislature has�



% �Temporary band-aid�
Democrats: 74%

Independents: 66%
Republicans: 70%

Public school parents: 75%

Which statement comes closer to your own viewpoint about the schWhich statement comes closer to your own viewpoint about the school finance plan:ool finance plan:
Some people say the school finance plan passed in the special session accomplished its mission of 
fully funding public education, providing teachers with a pay raise, and cutting school property taxes 

with the funds from a new broad-based state tax on certain businesses.
Other people say the school finance plan was only a temporary band-aid because all of the new 
state tax dollars were dedicated to property tax relief.  With a rapidly growing student population 

and a shortage of fifty thousand teachers, our schools will need a more reliable long term funding 
source to keep up with the need for adequate classroom facilities and teacher pay, and the rising 

costs of utilities, health care and transportation.

21%

3%

71%

School finance plan 
is only a temporary 

band-aid

School finance 
plan 

accomplished 
its mission

Both / neither

Q12

DK



57%

62%

60%

75%

26%

24%

27%

29%

15%

12%

9%

9%

4%

7%

60%

65%

26% 10%All Voters

Democrats

Independents

Republicans

Public school
parents

Public school
employees

Too much About the right amount Not enough

Do you think there is too much emphasis, not enough emphasis, orDo you think there is too much emphasis, not enough emphasis, or
about the right amount of emphasis on state testing in your commabout the right amount of emphasis on state testing in your community?unity?

Q13



28%

30%

26%

20%

35%

60%

35%

46%

22%

22%

53%

31%

14%

19%

28%

Scale back the importance of passing standardized tests
� to allow factors like classroom performance & grades

to carry more weight in determining advancement &
graduation & allow more school time to be devoted to

learning instead of teaching to the test

Use the state test to diagnose the strengths and
weaknesses of each student � rather than triggering

serious penalties for schools and students 

Instead of requiring high school students to pass one
standardized test in order to advance � require them to
pass a state developed, standardized end-of-course final

exam for every core subject

Reduce the reliance on student performance on
standardized tests as the sole basis for issuing state
penalties and sanctions against individual schools 

Eliminate mandatory state standardized testing of
students 

Favor strongly Favor somewhat Oppose

Q14

Favorability of Selected Changes to the Favorability of Selected Changes to the 
Current State Testing SystemCurrent State Testing System



45%

44%

36%

39%

46%

42%

38%

40%
Paying teachers enough to attract
quality, certified teachers for our

classrooms

Providing up-to-date instruction
materials and textbooks

Providing resources to ensure that
classes are not overcrowded

Providing modern technology and
computers for classrooms

Extremely Important Very Important

Q15 a-d

87%

86%

83%

74%

Importance of Various Factors That May Contribute to 
Quality Education and Improved Student Learning



Q16

Most Important Factor to Invest Money and Resources

Percent saying the factor is the most important

6%

45%

20%

16%

11%

Paying teachers enough to attract
quality, certified teachers for our

classrooms

Providing resources to ensure that
classes are not overcrowded

Providing up-to-date materials and
textbooks

Providing modern technology and
computers for classrooms

All of the above [Volunteered]
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