The Mission of TSTA

The Texas State Teachers Association
will unite, organize and empower public
education advocates to shape public
education in Texas thus providing a

quality public school for every child.

To find out more about how we can put Texas schoolchildren
on the path to success, visit www.tsta.org or contact TSTA Public
Affairs at 512-476-5355.
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Economics 101

Lesson 1

A knowledge-based economy requires a first class education system.

“Whether we’re in good economic times or bad, the rules
that govern the future stay the same. If we have a growing

o ° percentage of highly educated young people — schooled in
) math, science, engineering and liberal arts —we’re going to
° h have a strong economy.”
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For years TSTA, the Texas State Teachers
Association, has been sounding the alarm that
investing in Texas public schools is necessary to
compete in the global economy.
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Today, we are no longer the only ones ringing the bell.

Bill Gates, founder of Microsoft, and business leaders from across

Texas — including high-tech executives, grocery tycoons and

manufacturing leaders — are joining in. They understand the
stakes couldn’t be higher for failing to educate the next generation:
increased costs for social services, reduced consumer spending, and

sinking property values.

Texas takes pride in its leadership, but it’s time we get serious.
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The Education Neg. ectl.ng our pub 1c.sc ools is not just about leaving a ¢ .1 d

behind, it’s about leaving our economy and our future behind. m
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