
TEXAS FIRST
SMART ECONOMY. STRONG COMMUNITIES. SECURE FAMILIES.

“Putting Texas first means preparing the next generation of Texans for the 
jobs of the future.”

- Senator Leticia Van de Putte

As the daughter of a teacher and a veteran, Leticia grew up believing that if you work 
hard and fight for your dreams, you could achieve anything. Leticia knows that getting 
a great quality education is key to making these dreams come true. Leticia knows that 
Texans dream big, but we dream even bigger for our children and grandchildren. 

As a mother of six and grandmother of six, Leticia knows that our children and 
grandchildren should be provided a strong start, proven supports, and meaningful 
opportunities that propel them towards a successful future.  

As a member of the Senate Committee on Education for 14 years, Leticia knows that 
a successful future starts with a strong early education. She believes our children 
and grandchildren should graduate high school with the knowledge and skills that 
make them both college and workforce ready. Leticia understands that the power of a 
quality education can afford all students with more choices for future prosperity - to 
not only prepare them for high paying jobs, but also empower them to start their own 
businesses. 

Leticia knows that our students are not standardized. Leticia believes that to ensure our 
children can compete for locally available jobs in a globally competitive market, teachers 
must be given the freedom to teach, and students must be afforded the opportunity to 
learn. 

As Lieutenant Governor, Leticia will put Texas students first and will fulfill the promise 
that they are prepared for the jobs of the future. 

K-12 EDUCATION: 
A stronger path to and through college
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AS LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, LETICIA WILL:

1
Restore a strong start towards student success. Leticia believes that 
in order for children to achieve their potential, they must be provided a 
strong start in a full day quality Pre-K program. As a mother of six and 
a grandmother of six, she understands how important quality Pre-K 
programs are in developing the whole child. Having served on the 
Senate Education Committee for 14 years, she knows that high-quality 
early childhood education programs increase graduation rates, lower 
incarceration rates, and drive future workforce productivity and economic 
competitiveness. Leticia knows that a mere three hours a day of Pre-K 
does not afford children the quality they deserve, nor teachers the quality 
they can deliver. Leticia will restore full day funding to quality Pre-K 
programs.
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2
Maximize quality learning by reducing class sizes in Pre-K classrooms. 
Leticia knows that overcrowded classrooms filled with 4 year olds do not 
support quality. State law requires that grades K - 4 do not have more than 
22 students per teacher unless the school receives a waiver. Currently 
there is no such maximum class size requirement  for classrooms with 
four year old learners. Texas has protected smaller class sizes because it 
is widely held by research experts that they positively influence student 
achievement and lifetime earnings. Leticia will ensure that our children 
are not subjected to overcrowded classrooms during this most important 
learning period of their lives.



3

W W W . L E T I C I AVA N D E P U T T E . C O M

Invest in our students potential. Leticia believes that every student, no 
matter where he or she lives, should be afforded the opportunity to reach 
his or her potential. Leticia knows that Texas cannot cut it’s way to being 
number one - especially in education. Leticia understands that adequately 
funding our neighborhood schools is key to ensuring that students are 
provided the best teachers, learning environments, and proven support 
they need in order to reach their potential. 

Leticia believes that reducing resources to public schools while an 
estimated 80,000 new students enroll each school year is not a responsible 
way to build an educated workforce and sustain a strong economy. She 
knows that Texas must restore the cuts made by the Legislature in 2011 to 
ensure that property taxpayers aren’t left carrying the load of the state’s 
constitutional responsibility to educate our children.

Leticia understands that students achieve greater academic success 
when they learn from quality teachers. It is widely recognized that a 
teacher is the most important school-based factor contributing to student 
achievement. However, after the 2011 budget cuts, Texas students lost 
11,000 teachers and continues to fall in national rankings regarding teacher 
pay.  Leticia believes that Texas must invest if we are to attract and retain 
the best teachers for our children. She believes that we must make Texas 
a place where teachers want to teach, have the freedom to teach, can keep 
their families healthy, and not take money out of their pockets for basic 
classroom supplies. 

Leticia understands a growing number of Texas students need a little 
extra help to achieve their dreams. She knows that an increasing number 
of children in Texas classrooms come from poverty and are often 
underprepared. Leticia recognizes that in order for low-income children to 
achieve their potential they will need additional supports. Leticia believes 
Texas should support the programs that have a proven record of helping 
children reach their potential and improve their academic success.

As Lieutenant Governor, Leticia will fight for investments that improve 
opportunities for Texas students to achieve their dreams, contribute to a 
strong economy, and live a prosperous life.
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End the over-reliance on and punitive nature of standardized testing in 
Texas. Leticia recognizes that our students are not standardized. She 
understands that in order for our children and grandchildren to be be 
globally competitive for the jobs of tomorrow, teachers must be given 
the freedom to teach and students must be afforded the opportunity to 
learn. Leticia believes that the recent over-reliance on high stakes testing 
by our state and federal government destroys the ability for a child to 
receive a well-rounded education. Leticia believes that tests should be 
diagnostic, providing parents and students with meaningful information 
that empowers them to participate in achieving academic success.

• Leticia will remove the high stakes of testing from the the backs of 
students while preserving a strong accountability system. Leticia 
believes that our current accountability system relies too heavily 
on tests. She knows that using sampling procedures to gather data 
on student performance at the school or district level is an equally 
reliable and widely accepted means to hold schools accountable for 
advancing quality learning. Leticia also knows that sampling can save 
Texas millions of dollars in testing costs.   

• Leticia will advocate for policies that eliminate teaching to the test 
and encourage innovative learning.  

• Leticia will minimize the length of time per test 
administered in grades three through eight. Testimony by 
the Texas Education Agency (TEA) has clarified that the 
four hour length of tests are due to the excessive length 
of Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). Leticia 
understands that the inordinate amount of TEKS limits 
a teacher’s ability to teach and a students opportunity 
to master basic skills. Leticia will require the SBOE to 
re-evaluate the TEKS and reduce them to a number that 
allows mastery.

• Leticia will fight against federal requirements that force 
the testing of every child, every year in grades three 
through eight. The federal No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) 
requires that every child in grades three through eight be 
tested every year or federal funds will be withheld. Leticia 
believes that yearly testing of every student in these 
grades takes away too many instructional days and is an 
inefficient use of taxpayer dollars. Leticia will fight this 
federal mandate.
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Expand student access to broadband and ensure quality blended learning.
Leticia understands that in an age where information is available in real 
time to any device, it is important to empower educators and students 
to know how to use it. Leticia recognizes that educators, governments 
and businesses expect technology to play a greater role in preparing 
the next-generation of our workforce. Leticia also believes Texas should 
ensure that the quality of curriculum and instruction remains the priority.  
She knows that there is not enough independent research to support the 
idea that digitized learning provides quality. Leticia also understands that 
quality instruction must include meaningful, face-to-face interactions 
with a teacher.

• Leticia will expand access to broadband so that students are 
empowered to compete in a borderless digital world.  Nearly 953,000 
school-age children in Texas still do not have broadband access at 
home and according to the Texas Education Agency (TEA), districts 
with internet are not necessarily capable of delivering high-quality 
digital programming.  Leticia worked on House Bill 1926 during the 
2013 legislative session which directed the TEA commissioner to 
provide a report to the state before next legislative session clarifying 
which districts are in need.

• Leticia will ensure that curriculum offered by virtual providers is 
reviewed for alignment with Texas curriculum standards. 

As Lieutenant Governor, Leticia will make sure that quality blended 
learning opportunities are available to every student in Texas, no matter 
where they live.
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• Leticia will fight for Texas to replace five end-of-course exams with one 
assessment: the Texas Success Initiative (TSI). The TSI was designed 
by Texas to provide diagnostic information regarding a student’s basic 
skills as well as college readiness. Many schools currently offer the 
TSI to students during high school. This not only allows the school to 
provide students with early interventions that increase their likelihood 
of graduating and attending college, but also provides students an 
opportunity to begin earning college credit towards certification, 
licensure and/or a degree.

As Lieutenant Governor, Leticia will finally put an end to the over-reliance 
on and punitive nature of standardized testing in Texas.
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Improve local control and accountability. Leticia believes that communities 
should have ultimate control over the schools in their neighborhoods. 
Leticia believes that parents should have reasonable access to board 
members who determine the curriculum and instruction for their children. 
She also believes that parents and taxpayers should have meaningful 
opportunities to be part of the school decision-making process. Leticia 
believes in the power of parents to reform their own schools. 

• Leticia will protect the rights of parents to local and meaningful control 
over their neighborhood schools. Texas has allowed charters to open 
schools in Texas without ensuring that their board members are 
physically located in our state.  She also knows there is an increasing 
interest from out-of-state for-profit entities to enter Texas and provide 
our children with an education. Leticia will close the loopholes that 
allow practices that diminish parental rights over their children’s 
education.  

• Leticia will ensure that all public schools are held accountable to 
Texas curriculum standards and taxpayers. Leticia knows that the key 
to a quality education is quality curriculum standards. She recognizes 
the important role that the elected State Board of Education plays in 
ensuring that any curriculum in Texas meets our standards. Leticia will 
promote policies that ensure curriculum taught in our public schools. 
is aligned with our TEKS.

Leticia will be sharing more of her legislative priorities to put Texas first 
and build a smart economy.

To be the first to learn about how Leticia will ensure that Texans are ready to take on 
the jobs of the future as well as have the opportunity to achieve a higher degree with 

her Texas First: Higher Education Plan, sign up at 
www.leticiavandeputte.com/HigherEd.

Pol. ad. paid for by the Leticia Van de Putte for Lt. 
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