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HB 2  Buckley, Brad(R) Relating to public education and public school finance.

AI Summary: This comprehensive legislation significantly overhauls numerous sections of the Texas Education Code focused on improving
public education and public school finance. The bill enhances financial support by increasing allotments for charter schools,
special education funding, and introducing new grants aimed at fostering educator development and improving services for
students with disabilities.

An important condition for receiving funding is the new requirement for charter holders to certify that no personal financial gain
derives from real estate transactions related to the schools. The allocation of funds is now tied to performance evaluations,
boosting accountability measures.

Furthermore, the bill expands access to prekindergarten programs for children with disabilities, ensuring a broader inclusion policy.
New grant programs are being established specifically to support innovative services for students with autism and enhanced
training for educators dealing with dyslexia.

The proposedchanges also involve a strict compliance and monitoring system for identifying and addressing noncompliance
among educational institutions, ensuring that schools do not deviate from federal and state laws governing special education.

Additionally, several support and mentorship programs for teachers are introduced, aimed at tackling educator shortages and
improving the quality of education through professional growth opportunities.

Through these initiatives, the bill seeks to create a more equitable and effective education system, directly addressing the specific
needs of students while ensuring educators are adequately supported in their roles. The bill's effective date for these provisions is
projected for September 1, 2025, with certain components applicable from 2026-2027.

Bill History: 04-03-25 H Meeting set for On Adj., JHR 140, House Public Education
04-03-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Public Education
04-03-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Public Education

HB 3  Buckley, Brad(R) Relating to the establishment of an education savings account program.

AI Summary: This bill enacts a comprehensive Education Savings Account (ESA) program in Texas, aimed at providing families with additional
educational options and financial resources to cater to their children's educational needs. It introduces a new subchapter in the
Education Code, delineating terms related to the program and designating the comptroller as the authority to manage funds and
oversee implementations.

The bill establishes mechanisms for appropriating state funds for the ESA, ensuring a cap that reflects both historical funding and
projected needs for children enrolled or waiting for the program. The funding structure emphasizes prioritizing children with
disabilities and socioeconomically disadvantaged backgrounds.

In terms of operational details, the legislation lays out requirements for certified educational assistance organizations, including
their qualification, cybersecurity obligations, and methods for assisting families with program navigation. There is a clear outline
regarding eligible expenses, stating specifically what students can utilize program funds for, which promotes educational flexibility.

The bill mandates thorough audits and compliance checks and introduces penalties for misuse of funds. Additionally, provisions
ensuring parental notification, program participant autonomy, and safeguarding student information confidentiality are included.

With an anticipated start date for the ESA program in the 2026-2027 school year, the bill signifies a substantial shift towards
privatizing educational funding and providing families more control over educational resources.

Bill History: 03-12-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education
03-12-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Public Education
03-12-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education

HB 6  Leach, Jeff(R) Relating to discipline in public schools.

AI Summary: This bill aims to reform and clarify the disciplinary practices in Texas public schools, particularly regarding student suspensions
and expulsions. It enables school officials to exercise discretion in manners previously limited by state law.

With the new provisions, principals can impose in-school or out-of-school suspensions for conduct violating the student code of
conduct. A notable change is the new criteria that prevent out-of-school suspension for students below grade three unless they
engage in severe disruptive behaviors or pose health and safety threats.

Additionally, the bill imposes special considerations for homeless students, prohibiting their suspension unless they commit
specific serious infractions. It outlines a clear criterion for placing students in alternative education programs for various offenses,
including severe criminal conduct.

Importantly, the legislation increases the role of virtual disciplinary programs, permitting school districts to utilize these for expelled
students, allowing them to continue their education remotely.

Finally, provisions are introduced empowering school districts to seek court injunctions for students deemed a danger, ensuring
student safety while maintaining compliance with educational mandates. By repealing outdated regulations, the bill presents a
more structured approach to managing student behavior while preserving educational opportunities wherever possible. The new
regulations will go into effect at the start of the 2025-2026 school year.

Bill History: 03-18-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education
04-03-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Public Education
04-03-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Public Education

HB 7  Leach, Jeff(R) Relating to parental rights in public education and to the reporting of certain misconduct and child abuse
and neglect.

AI Summary: This bill aims to enhance transparency and accountability in Texas public education by strengthening parental rights and instituting
rigorous reporting protocols for educator misconduct.

Key provisions require the Texas Education Agency to create a parental rights document, ensuring parents are informed about
their rights concerning their child's education. Furthermore, amendments add requirements for schools to report misconduct,
extending these obligations to all educational staff, including non-certified personnel, and stipulates clear timelines for reporting
suspected misconduct involving educators.

The bill establishes a formal grievance structure under which parents can appeal to the commissioner of education for grievances
related to their child's education, ensuring that educational institutions address complaints thoroughly and within specified
timeframes.

Significantly, the measure mandates written consent from parents before any human sexuality instruction can be provided to
students, safeguarding parental involvement in sensitive educational content. Furthermore, the bill introduces a transparent
reporting mechanism for misconduct, which necessitates immediate notification to parents if a certified educator engages in
inappropriate behavior.

Overall, these changes represent a substantial shift towards enhancing parental involvement and safeguarding the welfare of
students within Texas's public educational framework. The provisions take effect starting September 1, 2025, to allow for
necessary implementation adjustments.

Bill History: 03-25-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education
03-25-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Public Education
03-25-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education

HB 8  Meyer, Morgan(R) Relating to a reduction in the maximum compressed tax rate of a school district.

AI Summary: This bill establishes a new section within the Education Code (Section 48.2554) that mandates a reduction in the maximum
compressed tax rate applied to school districts for the upcoming 2025-2026 school year. The bill allows the commissioner to
calculate a district's maximum compressed tax rate by simply subtracting $0.0331 from the rate determined via existing provisions.
Additionally, it sets a standard to ensure that if a district's new maximum compressed tax rate falls below 90% of another district's
rate, it will be adjusted upward to meet that threshold.

Furthermore, this section clarifies that various existing statutes, such as Sections 13.054(f) and 45.003(d), will refer to the newly
calculated maximum compressed tax rate, harmonizing funding provisions across relevant laws. The bill also stipulates that
references within the context of funding for the next school year will include the newly defined tax rate, thus ensuring consistency.
Finally, the section will cease to exist after September 1, 2027, thus making it a temporary but impactful measure aimed at school
district funding. The act will come into effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 03-03-25 H Committee action pending House Ways and Means
03-10-25 H Voted favorably from committee on House Ways and Means
03-19-25 H Reported favorably from committee on House Ways and Means

HB 20  Gates, Gary(R) Relating to establishing the Applied Sciences Pathway program.

AI Summary: The bill introduces the Applied Sciences Pathway program, aimed at equipping high school students with both diplomas and
industry-recognized certificates in high-wage, high-growth fields. The program is defined in Section 29.914 of the Education Code,
which requires the commissioner to establish and manage it. Partnerships will be formed between school entities and institutions
of higher education, enabling students to enroll in specific courses that align with their career interests and facilitator pathways for
enhancing job placement rates.

Participating students must satisfy high school graduation requirements while concurrently enrolling in approved certificate
programs. The program mandates that all students in grades 11 and 12 have access to these courses at no cost. The bill also
includes provisions for substituting certain high school credits with career and technical education courses offered under this
program, setting limitations on credit applicability, and counting participationtime towards full-time attendance requirements.

Finally, the implementation of this program is set to begin in the 2025-2026 school year, with provisions for immediate effect based
on legislative approval. The bill aims to foster educational growth aligned with workforce demands, creating a bridge between
secondary education and technical career opportunities.

Bill History: 03-18-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee, House Public Education
03-18-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Public Education
03-25-25 H Reported from committee as substituted House Public Education

HB 27  King, Ken(R) Relating to courses in personal financial literacy and economics for high school students in public schools.

AI Summary: This bill aims to enhance the educational requirements in Texas by integrating personal financial literacy directly into the
curriculum for public school students, beginning with those entering high school in the 2025-2026 school year. Section 28.002 of
the Education Code now includes personal financial literacy as part of the foundational curriculum, which also encompasses
economics and social studies, underscoring the importance of these subjects in promoting a comprehensive understanding of the
economy and responsible financial behavior.

Section 28.0021 stipulates that every school district and charter school must offer a course in personal financial literacy for high
school credit, specifically as a social studies course rather than an elective. The course must cover essential topics, including the
application for federal student aid, ensuring that students gain valuable skills for their post-secondary endeavors. Furthermore, the
educational agency is tasked with creating a list of accessible curricula and seeking applicable funding to enhance the delivery of
this new course.

Importantly, the bill removes the previous allowance for personal financial literacy to be listed as an elective and instead solidifies
its role as a requisite, thereby emphasizing its necessity in shaping financially competent future citizens. These changes reflect a
significant shift in the educational landscape aimed at equipping students with much-needed financial skills.

Bill History: 03-18-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education
04-03-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Public Education
04-03-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Public Education

HB 100  Leo-Wilson, Terri(R) Relating to the purchase, adoption, and use of instructional materials by public schools.

AI Summary: This bill focuses on ensuring that the instructional materials provided to Texas public schools meet certain safety and quality
standards. To this end, the legislation amends several sections of the Education Code, including Section 31.0211(f), which
establishes that state funding for instructional materials cannot support any materials that are considered obscene or harmful or
that fail the necessary certification requirements. Additionally, materials must also not be on the State Board of Education's list of
rejected instructional materials.

Furthermore, a new Section 31.024 is introduced, clearly stating that school districts must refrain from adopting any materials that
appear on the rejected list. Inconsistencies in material adoption are avoided by specifying that open education resources can only
be adopted if they comply with the newly established restrictions.

Lastly, Section 31.106 is amended to clarify that local funds must also adhere to the prohibition against purchasing anyrejected
materials. This comprehensive legislation aims to fortify the educational integrity and appropriateness of instructional materials
provided to students, with an implementation timeline set for the 2025-2026 school year unless immediate adoption is achieved.

Bill History: 03-25-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Public Education
03-25-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education
04-03-25 H Voted favorably from committee on House Public Education

HB 117  Schoolcraft, Alan (F)(R) Relating to the establishment of the governor's task force on the governance of early childhood education
and care.

AI Summary: The bill introduces the Governor's Task Force on Governance of Early Childhood Education and Care as a structured response to
the challenges faced by the early childhood education system in Texas. Established under Chapter 455 of the Government Code,
this task force is designed to improve governance and streamline operations in early childhood education.

The task force will consist of a diverse steering committee featuring prominent officials from the Health and Human Services
Commission, TexasEducation Agency, and Texas Workforce Commission, along with additional members appointed by the
governor, such as representatives from the Texas Head Start State Collaboration Office and individuals with expertise in early
childhood education and care.

It will tackle several critical tasks including identifying governance challenges, conducting a thorough review of existing
responsibilities, and determining the requirements for a potential redesign of early childhood programs to enhance servicedelivery,
quality, and funding utilization. Additionally, the task force will develop unified goals and metrics across agencies to gauge
progress and ensure ongoing adaptation to the needs of early childhood education.

The task force must deliver a report by December 1, 2026, which will outline policy and budget recommendations aimed at
expanding affordable childcare and improving readiness for kindergarten. Importantly, the task force is scheduled to disband by
September 1, 2027, reflecting a temporary but focused initiative to bolster early childhood education in Texas. This act is set to
take effect immediately upon passage or on September 1, 2025, if it does not gain immediate approval.

Bill History: 03-27-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E2.030, House Subcommittee on Academic Education
03-27-25 H Committee action pending House Subcommittee on Academic Education
04-03-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Public Education

HB 120  Bell, Keith(R) Relating to career and technology education programs in public schools, the Rural Pathway Excellence
Partnership (R-PEP) program, and a high school advising program, including funding for those programs.

AI Summary: This legislative bill amends various sections of the Texas Education Code to enhance career and technology education programs
in public schools, introduce new funding mechanisms, and support high school advising initiatives. One notable addition is the
requirement for CTE programs to ensure equal opportunities for all secondary and postsecondary students, alongside the
recognition of JROTC as a formal CTE program.

A new Military Pathway Grant Program is proposed, providing funding to school districts for establishing JROTC programs,
administering vocational aptitude tests, and offering yearly career counseling. Each grant amounts to $50,000, with an annual cap
of $2 million.

The creation of a High School Advising Program is mandated, requiring school districts to implement measures that support
students' transitions from high school to college or career pathways. Advisors must have manageable caseloads and receive
appropriate training.

Further, the bill adjusts funding protocols by shifting the basis for financial allotments from average daily attendance to average
enrollment, increasing per-student funding. It broadens the allowable uses of school funding to include advising for graduates and
dual credit programs. The definitions of new instructional facilities are updated to encompass newly renovated spaces for specific
CTE needs.

Overall, these comprehensive changes aim to strengthen the framework and support systems for career and technology education
across Texas, with implementation slated tocommence in the 2025-2026 school year.

Bill History: 03-18-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee, House Public Education
03-18-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Public Education
03-27-25 H Reported from committee as substituted House Public Education

HB 121  King, Ken(R) Relating to measures for ensuring public school safety, including the commissioning of peace officers by the
Texas Education Agency, public school safety and security requirements, and the provision of safety-related
resources.

AI Summary: This legislation aims to bolster public school safety in Texas by implementing multiple measures intended to enhance security and
emergency preparedness in schools. It revises existing laws regarding peace officers, allowing for a broader definition that
includes individuals appointed by the TEA and the ability for the agency to commission peace officers specifically to enforce safety
regulations.

Under the bill, school districts are required to develop comprehensive multihazard emergency operations plans that must
encompass aspects of both physical and psychological safety for students and staff during crises. This includes provisions for
immediate parent notifications during emergencies, the integration of psychological safety training, and dedicated protocols for
extracurricular safety.

The introduction of a five-year limit on good cause exceptions for safety compliance encourages school districts to assess and
address deficiencies promptly. In the operational context, sheriffs are now required to conduct safety meetings biannually, fostering
collaboration between law enforcement and educational institutions to implement effective safety protocols.

Overall, this act emphasizes the importance of a proactive approach to school safety, ensuring that all stakeholders, including law
enforcement and educational leaders, are engaged in the security of Texas schools starting from the 2025-2026 school year.

Bill History: 03-25-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education
04-03-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Public Education
04-03-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Public Education

HB 123  Dutton, Harold(D) Relating to measures to support kindergarten readiness and early literacy and numeracy skills for public
school students, including an early childhood parental support program.

AI Summary: This bill centers on enhancing the readiness of public school students in Texas by emphasizing early literacy and numeracy skills.
It enacts significant changes to the Texas Education Code to set clearer standards and create additional support systems for
students and teachers.

The legislation mandates that open-enrollment charter schools adhere to new compliance regulations, particularly focusing on the
usage of reading and mathematics instruments to assess student competencies effectively. It highlights the necessity for charter
schools to integrate these assessments into their educational frameworks to ensure academic readiness by the end of
kindergarten.

A critical aspect of this bill is the establishment of literacy and mathematics achievement academies, where teachers can receive
training in effective instructional practices tailored for early grade levels. The aim is to equip educators with strategies to better
support struggling students, especially in the early stages of learning.

New diagnostic tools for reading and mathematics are introduced, ensuring that schools assess fundamental skills appropriately
and that parents receive timely feedback on their children's readiness. Furthermore, additional funding is allocated to support
intensive reading intervention programs for at-risk students.

Moreover, the bill includes provisions for parental support, implementing programs that can help families engage in their children's
educational journey, thereby increasing overall attendance and success rates.

Also noteworthy is the provision for third-grade supplementary supports, allowing parents of eligible students to access funds to
enhance their child's literacy skills through tutoring.

Overall, this legislation aims to create a comprehensive framework that integrates early education support through tailored
assessments, teacher training, and parental involvement, setting up children for long-term academic success. Future
implementations will begin for the 2025-2026 school year,with additional funding and resources available to ensure schools can
effectively transition to these new requirements.

Bill History: 03-18-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education
03-18-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Public Education
03-19-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education

HB 124  Bonnen, Greg(R) Relating to the school safety allotment under the Foundation School Program.

AI Summary: This bill modifies the provisions related to the school safety allotment in the Texas Education Code under Section 48.115. The
amendments introduce increased financial support for school safety, which is particularly crucial in maintaining a secure
educational environment.

Firstly, the allotment for each student in average daily attendance is raised from $10 to $14, which provides schools with more
funding per student. In addition, the bill enhances the specific funding allotment per campus significantly from $15,000 to $37,000,
thereby enabling individual campuses to bolster their safety measures more effectively.

These adjustments reflect a commitment to prioritize school safety within the educational budget. Furthermore, the bill stipulates
that these changes will take effect on September 1, 2025, allowing ample time for school districts to prepare for the updated
funding structure. Overall, the bill aims to enhance safety within Texas schools through improved financial resources.

Bill History: 03-25-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education
04-03-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Public Education
04-03-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Public Education

HB 186  Patterson, Jared(R) Relating to prohibiting use of social media platforms by children.

AI Summary: The bill establishes a new Subchapter C-1 within Chapter 120 of the Business & Commerce Code focused on the prohibition of
social media usage by children. This includes a specific definition of a "child" as anyone under 18 years of age. Importantly, the bill
states that a child may not use social media platforms and requires these platforms to prohibit children from entering into contracts
to create accounts.

A significant addition is the age verification requirement, compelling platforms to utilize methods that utilize public or private
transactional data to verify the age of potential account holders. Collected personal information for age verification is restricted
solely for that purpose and must be deleted immediately after verification.

Moreover, if a parent or guardian requests the removal of a child's account, the platform must comply within 10 days and stop the
use or maintenance of the childs personal data. The bill enforces accountability by stipulating that violations will be treated as
deceptive trade practices, thereby enabling the attorney general's office to take action against offending social media companies.
The new provisions will take effect on January 1, 2026, with the law itself becoming effective on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 03-19-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E2.014, House Trade, Workforce, Economic Development
03-19-25 H Committee action pending House Trade, Workforce, Economic Development
04-02-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Trade, Workforce, Economic Development

HB 210  Guillen, Ryan(R) Relating to contracting with a school district by a vendor with whom a member of the board of trustees of
the district or a related individual has certain business interests.

AI Summary: The proposed legislation outlines new restrictions on vendors seeking to contract with school districts in Texas, aimed at
preventing conflicts of interest. Specifically, it establishes that a vendor is committing an offense if any member of the school
district's board of trustees has a substantial interest in their business. A substantial interest is defined as owning more than 10
percent of the voting interest in the vendor or having a significant share in profits or capital gains.

Violators face a Class C misdemeanor for their first offense, which elevates to a Class B misdemeanor for the second, a Class A
misdemeanor for the third, and a state jail felony for a fourth or subsequent offense. Additionally, if a vendor compensates a board
member in exchange for securing a contract, any offense is automatically classified as a state jail felony.

The bill is designed to promote transparency and integrity within school district contracting processes, taking effect on September
1, 2025. This legislation intends to protect public resources from exploitation and safeguard the ethical conduct of board members
in Texas school districts.

Bill History: 03-18-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education
03-25-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Public Education
03-31-25 H Reported from committee as substituted House Public Education

HB 213  Gonzalez, Mary(D) Relating to the inclusion of chronically absent students as students at risk of dropping out of school and the
collection and reporting of data regarding those students.

AI Summary: The bill, authored by Mary Gonzalez, aims to enhance the Texas Education Code by addressing the issue of student absenteeism
and its correlation to dropout risks. It explicitly includes chronically absent students in the definition of "students at risk of dropping
out of school." This change underscores the importance of attendance as a critical factor influencing student retention.

A "chronically absent student" is defined as any student who misses more than 10 percent of instructional minutes within either a
school year or a six-week grading period. The bill mandates that all school districts and open-enrollment charter schools report on
various attendance and support metrics, which now include a new requirement to report the number of chronically absent students
enrolled, along with their demographics.

Further, the bill establishes that the data on chronic absenteeism must be aggregated by the education agency and made
accessible to the public. This move is designed to increase awareness and foster measures to combat absenteeism effectively.
The provisions within the bill will go into effect on September 1, 2025, creating a framework for better identification and support for
at-risk students within the educational system.

Bill History: 03-18-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education
03-25-25 H Voted favorably from committee on House Public Education
03-31-25 H Reported favorably from committee on House Public Education

HB 222  Talarico, James(D) Relating to the permissible uses of the school safety allotment under the Foundation School Program.

AI Summary: This bill aims to amend Section 48.115(b) of the Education Code concerning the permissible uses of the school safety allotment
under the Foundation School Program. The primary focus is improving school safety and security by allocating funds for various
specific uses.

Among the notable additions are enhancements to physical security measures at school facilities, such as implementing and
upgrading security technologies, engaging school district peace officers, and collaborating with local law enforcement through
memorandums of understanding for school resource officers.

Furthermore, the bill addresses the need for active shooter and emergency response training, as well as programs designed to
counter adverse childhood experiences. Importantly, it emphasizes the necessity of providing mental health support and
resources, including personnel like chaplains and mental health professionals, reflecting an understanding of the ties between
educational environment safety and studentwell-being.

Additionally, the bill includes provisions for establishing suicide prevention programs and mandates the employment of a school
safety director responsible for overseeing safety initiatives within the district.

Overall, the legislation introduces crucial changes aimed at bolstering both the physical security of schools and the psychological
welfare of students, thereby fostering a safer and more supportive educational environment. The act is set to take effect on
September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 03-18-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education
03-25-25 H Voted favorably from committee on House Public Education
03-31-25 H Reported favorably from committee on House Public Education

HB 267  Patterson, Jared(R) Relating to affirmative defenses to prosecution for certain offenses involving material or conduct that is
obscene or otherwise harmful to children.

AI Summary: The bill introduced by Jared Patterson (TX89RHB 267) seeks to revise the affirmative defenses allowed for prosecution related to
offenses involving obscenity or harmful conduct toward children, specifically in Sections 43.24 and 43.25 of the Texas Penal Code.

Under Section 43.24(c), the affirmative defense now explicitly recognizes that a defense may apply when the sale, distribution, or
exhibition of material is performed by someone with a bona fide judicial, law enforcement, or legislative justification, eliminating
broader categories such as scientific or educational justifications from previous legislation.

Similarly, Section 43.25(f) adjusts the available defenses to stipulate that it is a defense if the defendants actions were for any of
the mentioned judicial, law enforcement, or legislative purposes, while also retaining the clause regarding the age difference
between a defendant and a child victim.

This bill establishes a precise framework for acceptable justifications in these cases, reflecting a shift in the legal perspective on
the nature of these defenses, aiming to ensure that interactions involving minors are properly regulated.

Lastly, a section stipulates that these changes come into effect on September 1, 2025, ensuring that all offenses committed before
this date will be subject to the laws in place at that time.

Bill History: 03-19-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House State Affairs
03-19-25 H Committee action pending House State Affairs
03-26-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House State Affairs

HB 295  Shaheen, Matt(R) Relating to including antisemitism in the definition of bullying for the purpose of school discipline policies.

AI Summary: This bill seeks to modify the current educational policies regarding bullying by explicitly incorporating antisemitism into the
definition provided under Section 37.0832(a) of the Education Code. It defines bullying as actions by students that exploit an
imbalance of power, addressing both severe acts and persistent patterns that lead to a hostile educational environment.

With the new provisions, antisemitism is recognized as a form of bullying and is characterized as behavior demonstrating hatred
towards Jews. The bill details that acts of antisemitism could target Jewish or non-Jewish individuals, their properties, or Jewish
community institutions and religious sites. The bill references the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance's "Working
Definition of Antisemitism" for clarity and context.

The proposed changes will come into effect starting with the 2025-2026 school year, with an option for immediate enactment if a
two-thirds majority vote is achieved. If not, the bill will take effect on September 1, 2025. Through these modifications, the bill aims
to create a more inclusive and protective educational environment against discrimination targeting Jewish individuals.

Bill History: 03-19-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Subcommittee on Academic Education
04-03-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E2.030, House Subcommittee on Academic Education
04-03-25 H Subcommittee action pending House Subcommittee on Academic Education

HB 353  Patterson, Jared(R) Relating to creating the criminal offense of trespass on or near school or day-care center property.

AI Summary: The proposed legislation, Bill Number TX89RHB 353, aims to address safety concerns near educational and childcare facilities by
establishing the criminal offense of trespass on or near school or day-care center property. It introduces specific definitions for key
terms relevant to the legislation, including "school" (applying to both public and private elementary and secondary schools) and
"day-care center" as defined in the Human Resources Code.

Under Section 30.055, individuals maybe charged with an offense if they enter or remain on the specified properties or on public
property within a 250-foot radius. The bill further details that the offense is applicable if the individual poses a substantial risk of
harm or repeatedly engages in inappropriate behavior. A failure to comply with a request to leave from school or day-care center
officials escalates the violation to a Class A misdemeanor.

The legislation also has a provision that permits prosecution underthis new section even if the same conduct violates other
sections of the Penal Code. The bill is set to take effect on September 1, 2025, reinforcing efforts to enhance safety around
educational and childcare establishments.

Bill History: 04-03-25 H Meeting set for 10:30 A.M. OR ADJ., E2.014, House Criminal Jurisprudence
04-03-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Criminal Jurisprudence
04-03-25 H Committee action pending House Criminal Jurisprudence

HB 367  Rosenthal, Jon(D) Relating to verification of excused absences from public school for students with severe or life-threatening
illnesses.

AI Summary: The proposed legislation aims to formalize the process for excusing students from public school attendance due to severe or life-
threatening illnesses. Amending Section 25.087 of the Education Code, the bill specifies that school districts must excuse such
students under certain conditions and necessitates a form to certify their absence due to medical reasons.

Under the newly introduced Subsection (g), a school district is required to create a standardized certification form,
therebypreventing excessive documentation and safeguarding the rights of students and their families. The form must capture
crucial details such as the nature of the illness, its seriousness, the expected duration of absence, and a statement affirming that
attending school during this period is not feasible.

The bill stipulates that all school districts must comply and have the required form in place as soon as practicable after its
enactment. The effective date for this legislation is set for the 2025-2026 school year, illustrating a commitment to support students
facing serious medical challenges by simplifying the process of obtaining excused absences.

Bill History: 11-12-24 H Filed
02-28-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Public Education
04-08-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education

HB 380  Guillen, Ryan(R) Relating to the applicability of sex offender registration requirements to the offense of improper
relationship between educator and student.

AI Summary: The bill aims to establish clear mandates concerning the sex offender registration process for individuals convicted of the offense
of "Improper relationship between educator and student." By amending Article 62.001(5) of the Code of Criminal Procedure, it
categorizes this offense alongside other serious sexual offenses that necessitate registration. Consequently, offenders will be
required to register as sex offenders, placing "Improper relationship between educator and student" on par with other grave
violations such as sexual assault and child grooming.

Moreover, the bill clarifies that any changes in law are applicable only to offenses committed on or after September 1, 2025. It
emphasizes the importance of legal continuity by allowing the prior laws to be enforced for offenses that transition into the new
law's timeline, thus ensuring that past convictions are treated under the legal framework that existed at the time of their
commission. This approach maintains a balance between upholding public safety through enhanced registration requirements and
respecting the legal principles relating to retroactivity.

Bill History: 03-11-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Criminal Jurisprudence
03-11-25 H Committee action pending House Criminal Jurisprudence
04-01-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Criminal Jurisprudence

HB 497  Patterson, Jared(R) Relating to requiring parental consent for behavioral or mental health treatment by school district
personnel.

AI Summary: This bill, authored by Jared Patterson, introduces significant changes to the Texas Education Code with regard to parental consent
for mental and behavioral health services provided by school district personnel. It amends Section 26.009(a) to stipulate that an
employee of a school district must secure written consent from a child's parent prior to conducting psychological examinations,
tests, or treatments, except where mandated by law regarding special education.

In particular, the bill emphasizes the necessity of parental consent for accessing behavioral or mental health services, which
notably includes the provision of contraceptives (emergency contraceptives included) and educational materials related to family
planning, human sexuality, and mental health issues. The prior provision allowing for the making of a videotape or voice recording
of a child without explicit consent is removed, reinforcing the importance of parental authority in matters affecting their children's
psychological and emotional well-being.

The provisions of this bill will become applicable starting with the 2025-2026 school year, and it will take effect immediately if it
receives a two-thirds vote in each house; if not, the bill will take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 11-12-24 H Filed
02-28-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Public Education
04-08-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education

HB 500  Bonnen, Greg(R) Relating to making supplemental appropriations and reductions in appropriations and giving direction and
adjustment authority regarding appropriations.

AI Summary: This bill is a comprehensive fiscal plan for the state of Texas, consolidating key appropriations across multiple state agencies
aimed at addressing urgent needs in areas such as retirement funding, public health, education, and emergency management.

Starting with a $1 billion allocation to the Employees Retirement System, the bill aims to alleviate unfunded actuarial liabilities,
thus reducing long-term costs. The $40.45 million directed to crime victim support underscores a commitment to publicsafety.
Significant funding is also designated for water infrastructure, amounting to $2.5 billion earmarked for future projects, contingent
upon legislative actions.

In the realm of historical preservation, the Texas Historical Commission is set to receive $100 million exclusively for courthouse
grants, facilitating statewide preservation efforts. Mental health services receive a notable boost with $150 million focused on
enhancing facilities and creating new capacities to accommodate increased patient needs, particularly in regions like Brazoria and
Tarrant counties.

Moreover, the bill emphasizes technology with appropriations aimed at bolstering cybersecurity infrastructure across various
departments and creating a new case management system for the Public Utility Commission, aiming to modernize and streamline
operations.

Ultimately, the bill is a strategic financial blueprint designed to address current state needs while positioning Texas to respond
effectively to future challenges. It aims to ensure that funds are utilized transparently and efficiently, fostering accountability in
government spending.

Bill History: 03-31-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Appropriations
03-31-25 H Reported from committee as substituted House Appropriations
04-10-25 H Set on the House Calendar

HB 549  Vasut, Cody(R) Relating to the availability and use of airway clearance devices at public school campuses.

AI Summary: This bill aims to enhance student safety in Texas public schools by ensuring the availability of airway clearance devices.
Specifically, it mandates that each school district provide at least one device at every district campus, with an emphasis on
strategic storage locations, particularly near food areas where choking incidents may occur.

The bill defines an "airway clearance device" as a noninvasive instrument designed to assist in removing foreign-body airway
obstructions, which can be vital for student health emergencies. Compliance with this mandate is contingent upon the school
districts either donating the devices or acquiring them through purchases or leases funded by district-approved money.

Additionally, the bill stipulates that at least one trained employee must be present at all times students gather near the location of
these devices. Furthermore, districts are obliged to ensure that usage aligns with manufacturer's guidelines and legal standards.
No liability for injury arising from the use (or non-use) of these devices will be imposed on school districts or personnel under this
law, thereby protecting them from legal action related to the implementation of these safety measures.

The act will become effective at the start of the 2025-2026 school year, provided it receives necessary legislative support. If not, it
will take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 11-12-24 H Filed
03-03-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Public Education
04-08-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education

HB 610  Leo-Wilson, Terri(R) Relating to a severance payment to a superintendent of a school district.

AI Summary: The proposed legislation outlines significant changes to regulations regarding severance payments for superintendents of
independent school districts in Texas. It specifically defines and restricts severance payments, emphasizing financial
accountability.

Under the amended Section 11.201(c) of the Education Code, a severance payment is defined as any payment that exceeds the
salary and benefits earned by a superintendent at the time of their termination. The bill caps such payments atsix months' salary
and benefits from the terminated contract, a reduction from the prior limit of one year's salary. This aims to ensure that school
districts exercise more financial prudence when it comes to compensating departing superintendents.

Another critical aspect is the requirement for school boards making severance payments to report the details to the commissioner.
Should a payment exceed the stipulated cap, the district's Foundation School Program funds would be reduced accordingly,
creating a financial disincentive for excessive severance arrangements.

This act will take effect on September 1, 2025, and governs only new agreements made after this date, maintaining existing laws
for agreements made before the enactment to ensure clarity and continuity in governance.

Bill History: 03-18-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education
03-25-25 H Voted favorably from committee on House Public Education
04-04-25 H Reported favorably from committee on House Public Education

HB 791  Cortez, Philip(D) Relating to the issuance of Central Catholic High School specialty license plates.

AI Summary: The bill, numbered TX89RHB 791, establishes provisions for the issuance of specialty license plates specifically for Central
Catholic High School in San Antonio, Texas. Within the newly added Section 504.683 of the Transportation Code, the Texas
Department of Motor Vehicles is mandated to create these specialty plates featuring the slogan "With Loyal Hearts" at the bottom
and the official Central Catholic High School logo prominently displayed on the left side.

Moreover, the design of the plates will occur in collaboration with a representative from Central Catholic High School, ensuring the
final product authentically represents the institution. Notably, the bill stipulates that after the department deducts its internal
administrative costs, the remaining fees collected from the issuance of these specialized license plates will be directed to the
general revenue fund, benefiting the state's finances.

Lastly, this legislation is set to take effect on September 1, 2025, providing a timeline for implementation following its passage.

Bill History: 03-05-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Transportation
04-03-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E2.010, House Transportation
04-03-25 H Committee action pending House Transportation

HB 824  Jones, Jolanda(D) Relating to the inclusion of civics instruction in public school government curriculum requirements for high
school students.

AI Summary: The bill introduced by Jolanda Jones seeks to reinforce civics education in Texas public high schools by amending Section 28.002
of the Education Code. It establishes a new Subsection (h-3), which obliges the State Board of Education to integrate specific
content into the government's curriculum aimed at fostering students' understanding of civic matters.

This instruction will cover essential components of civic knowledge, including the roles of various governmental officials from
statewide to local levels, providing students with a comprehensive view of their government. Furthermore, it emphasizes the
importance of understanding the voting process, election laws, and the eligibility criteria for running for public office. The inclusion
of Robert's Rules of Order aims to prepare students for participating in meetings and decision-making processes. Also significant
is the focus on identifying the elected officials who represent students at different tiers of government, strengthening the
connection between students and their civic responsibilities.

The implementation of this addition to the curriculum begins with the 2025-2026 school year, ensuring that future students will
receive enhanced education on the essential aspects of civics. The bill can be enacted immediately if it receives a two-thirds vote
from lawmakers; otherwise, it will take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 03-19-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Subcommittee on Academic Education
04-03-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E2.030, House Subcommittee on Academic Education
04-03-25 H Subcommittee action pending House Subcommittee on Academic Education

HB 983  Noble, Candy(R) Relating to the confidentiality of certain information held by the Texas Education Agency.

AI Summary: The bill, authored by Candy Noble, aims to enhance the confidentiality of personal information regarding educators held by the
Texas Education Agency. It introduces Section 552.1178 to Subchapter C, Chapter 552 of the Government Code, which explicitly
defines and covers a range of personal information that is considered confidential. This includes details such as home addresses,
telephone numbers, email addresses, driver's license numbers, emergency contacts, dates of birth, and social security numbers,
as well as any information disclosing whether an educator has family members.

By enacting this measure, the bill addresses concerns regarding the privacy and safety of educators in Texas, ensuring that
sensitive personal data is not subject to public scrutiny or potential misuse. The bill stipulates that this confidential status protects
educators from the standard requirements of public information disclosure outlined in Section 552.021. The effective date of the
Act is immediate upon receiving a two-thirds vote in each legislative house, or it will take effect on September 1, 2025, if the
necessary vote is not achieved. This legislative action reflects a commitment to safeguard educators' rights to privacy in their
personal lives.

Bill History: 11-12-24 H Filed
03-06-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Public Education
04-08-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education

HB 1057  Bhojani, Salman(D) Relating to placement on the minimum salary schedule and service credit in the Teacher Retirement
System of Texas for certain public school career or technology education teachers.

AI Summary: This bill, known as TX89RHB 1057, focuses on enhancing the salary structure and service credit provisions for certified career or
technology education teachers within public schools in Texas. It introduces significant changes to the Education Code and
Government Code regarding the recognition of professional experience.

Under the proposed revisions, a certified career or technology education teacher will now be entitled to salary step credit for up to
five years of relevantwork experience, which is an increase from the previous maximum of two years. This adjustment aims to
acknowledge the professional backgrounds of educators and to provide them with a more competitive salary based on their work
history outside traditional teaching environments.

Additionally, the bill allows eligible members of the Teacher Retirement System of Texas to establish equivalent membership
service credit for the same maximum duration of five years of work experience, as long as the member is entitled to salary step
credit under the modified provisions in Section 21.403(b).

The bill is set to take effect at the start of the 2025-2026 school year, emphasizing the need for immediate legislative action to
support educators effectively. Immediate effect is contingent upon a two-thirds legislative vote; otherwise, the bill will take effect on
September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 11-12-24 H Filed
03-07-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Subcommittee on Academic Education
04-10-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E2.030, House Subcommittee on Academic Education

HB 1085  Curry, Pat (F)(R) Relating to the offering of a lifetime recreation and outdoor pursuits course to satisfy the physical
education curriculum requirements for public high school students.

AI Summary: This bill introduces a new educational initiative in Texas public high schools aimed at enhancing the physical education curriculum.
Specifically, it adds Subsection (b-24) to Section 28.025 of the Education Code, which directs the State Board of Education to
develop a lifetime recreation and outdoor pursuits course that includes a hunter education component. This course is designed to
help high school students meet the physical education credit requirements as outlined in Subsection (b-1)(8) of the same section.

The strategic collaboration with the Parks and Wildlife Department is significant, as it ensures that the curriculum will be relevant
and well-informed, incorporating crucial knowledge and skills related to outdoor recreation and safety. The bill's provisions allow
school districts the option to offer this innovative course starting in the 2025-2026 school year, thus providing ample time for
preparation and implementation.

Furthermore, the bill establishes criteria for its immediate enactment based on legislative approval, offering a clear timeline for
stakeholders involved in the educational system. If the needed support for immediate implementation is not achieved, the default
start date will be September 1, 2025. This act represents a commitment to diversifying educational offerings and promoting
outdoor skills among students.

Bill History: 03-18-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education
03-25-25 H Voted favorably from committee on House Public Education
03-31-25 H Reported favorably from committee on House Public Education

HB 1188  Manuel, Christian(D) Relating to the referral of certain students receiving special education services to a local intellectual and
developmental disability authority for services or public benefits.

AI Summary: This bill, introduced by Representative Christian Manuel, amends the Education Code by adding Section 29.030, which mandates
that school districts must refer students receiving special education services who either have or are suspected of having an
intellectual or developmental disability to local intellectual and developmental disability authorities. This referral is aimed at
ensuring these students can access further services or public benefits, particularly Medicaid waiver programs, which may be
essential for their ongoing support and development.

The law is designed to streamline access to necessary resources for students and ensure that educational institutions play an
active role in connecting students to service providers who can assist with their unique needs. This provision emphasizes the
responsibility of schools to facilitate these connections, thereby enhancing the support network available to students with
disabilities. The bill will be applicable starting with the2025-2026 school year. Additionally, it contains a provision for immediate
effect contingent upon a two-thirds vote of both houses, otherwise, it will take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 11-12-24 H Filed
03-07-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Public Education
04-08-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education

HB 1290  Harris Davila, Caroline(R) Relating to prohibiting certain food additives from being included in free or reduced-price meals provided
by school districts.

AI Summary: The proposed bill, authored by Harris Davila and Caroline, aims to enhance the nutritional standards of free and reduced-price
meals offered by school districts in Texas. Specifically, it adds Section 33.9011 to the Education Code, which prohibits the
inclusion of certain harmful food additives in these meals. The banned substances are identified as brominated vegetable oil
(BVO), potassium bromate, propylparaben, azodicarbonamide, butylated hydroxyanisole (BHA), red dye 3, and titanium dioxide.

The bill defines the context in which these prohibitions apply, linking to federal programs like the national school breakfast program
and the national school lunch program. It specifies that school districts and open-enrollment charter schools must comply with this
regulation when providing meals to eligible students under these programs.
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regulation when providing meals to eligible students under these programs.

The implementation of this bill is scheduled to commence in the 2025-2026 school year, with its effects limited to contracts for food
services that are entered into or renewed after September 1, 2025. The bill also includes provisions for immediate effect
contingent upon a two-thirds majority vote in both legislative houses. If that is not met, the bill will take effect on September 1,
2025. This legislative action reflects a commitment to improving student health by restricting exposure to potentially harmful food
additives in school meals.

Bill History: 11-13-24 H Filed
03-10-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Public Education
04-08-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education

HB 1368  Jones, Venton(D) Relating to a notification requirement if a public school does not have a nurse, school counselor, or librarian
assigned to the school during all instructional hours.

AI Summary: The bill establishes a new requirement for public schools in Texas regarding the notification of parents when essential educational
staff, specifically nurses, school counselors, or librarians, are not present at the school. Section 25.096 is added to the Education
Code, which includes definitive definitions for each of the roles mentioned.

Under this provision, if a school does not have a full-time staff member in any of these roles for more than 30 consecutive
instructional days within the same school year, it must send written notifications to parents or guardians of enrolled students.

To determine whether a school meets the equivalent staffing requirements, the bill outlines that a school qualifies as having a full-
time staff member if it has two or more employees in the respective roles covering the necessary instructional hours.

The principal is tasked with delivering these notifications within 30 instructional days and is required to make a goodfaith effort to
provide bilingual notifications for non-English speaking parents. Furthermore, schools can post notifications on their websites,
ensuring easy public access.

Finally, the bill states that it does not apply to schools with a student enrollment of less than 10,000, thus providing an exemption
for smaller institutions. The enacted provisions will take effect in the 2025-2026 school year unless immediate effect is granted
through a two-thirds legislative vote.

Bill History: 11-18-24 H Filed
03-11-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Public Education
04-08-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education

HB 1458  Metcalf, Will(R) Relating to the armed security officers required to be present at public schools.

AI Summary: This bill amends Section 37.0814 of the Education Code, which pertains to the types of security officers mandated to be present at
public schools. The new law delineates a list of individuals eligible to serve in this capacity, emphasizing enhanced qualifications
for safety measures within educational institutions.

Under the revamped definition, security officers must now include not only school district peace officers and school resource
officers but also introduce two significant new categories: reserve deputy sheriffs appointed under the specified section of local
government code and honorably retired peace officers who have kept their peace officer commission active and complied with
other important regulatory requirements. These changes aim to ensure that schools have access to well-trained and qualified
security personnel, thus enhancing overall safety for students and staff.

The bill is slated to take effect on September 1, 2025, providing time for schools and law enforcement to adjust to the new
requirements for security officer presence in public schools. This legislative action underscores a commitment to improving
campus safety through more stringent qualifications for those entrusted with maintaining security in educational environments.

Bill History: 03-25-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education
04-03-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Public Education
04-03-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Public Education

HB 1481  Fairly, Caroline (F)(R) Relating to the use of personal wireless communication devices by students during instructional time.

AI Summary: This bill aims to regulate the use of personal wireless communication devices by students in Texas public schools during
instructional time. It adds a new section (Section 38.0232) to Subchapter A, Chapter 38 of the Education Code. In this section, the
term "personal wireless communication device" is clearly defined, covering devices such as cellular phones, text messaging
devices, laptops, and tablets, while exempting devices provided by educational institutions for instructional use.

A significant requirement of the bill mandates that school boards and charter school governing bodies create and enforce policies
that prohibit the use of personal wireless communication devices during instructional time. Furthermore, the policy also
necessitates that classrooms set aside a secure, out-of-sight area for students to store these devices during class, promoting an
environment focused on learning without distractions.

The bill will take effect immediately if passed by a two-thirds majority in both houses of the legislature, or it will come into effect on
September 1, 2025, if such a majority is not achieved. This regulation reflects a growing concern over the impact of personal
devices on educational settings.

Bill History: 03-18-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education
04-03-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Public Education
04-03-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Public Education

HB 1579  Guerra, Bobby(D) Relating to establishing the Texas State Seal of Bilingualism and Biliteracy for public high school students.

AI Summary: This bill proposes the creation of the Texas State Seal of Bilingualism and Biliteracy aimed at recognizing public high school
graduates who demonstrate high proficiency in comprehending, speaking, reading, and writing in both English and another
language.

Section 28.028 of the Education Code is added, defining the seal and outlining its establishment by the Texas Education Agency
(TEA). The TEA will collaborate with relevant stakeholders to determine minimum requirements for earning the seal, ensuring
these are rigorous enough to signify true biliteracy. Notably, the criteria will not mandate a specific examination for earning the
seal, though it may involve completing a project or portfolio.

Furthermore, the agency is tasked with providing school districts an insignia to be affixed to diplomas and a designation for
student transcripts upon fulfilling seal requirements. Each school district will be responsible for keeping detailed records of
students who earn the seal, applying the insignia to diplomas, and recognizing the achievement on student transcripts.

The law is set to be applicable starting with the 2025-2026 school year and could take effect immediately if a two-thirds vote is
achieved in both legislative houses. If not, it would become effective on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 03-19-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Subcommittee on Academic Education
04-03-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E2.030, House Subcommittee on Academic Education
04-03-25 H Subcommittee action pending House Subcommittee on Academic Education

HB 1581  Guerra, Bobby(D) Relating to public school bilingual education programs, dual language immersion programs, and special
language programs.

AI Summary: The bill focuses on enhancing the effectiveness of bilingual education programs, dual language immersion programs, and special
language programs within the public school system in Texas. It introduces several new provisions to ensure that these educational
offerings meet the needs of students, particularly emergent bilingual students.

A new section, 21.4572, mandates the Texas commissioner to develop training resources for school administrators that will
improve understanding and student outcomes in bilingual and dual language immersion education. This initiative is essential for
ensuring that educators are well-equipped to support diverse learners.

The existing reporting requirements under Section 29.066(a) are expanded to include new data points, specifically gathering
demographic information, the number of students in each instructional model, and data on emergent bilingual students who lack
specialized instruction. Furthermore, school districts will also be required to report any additional information as dictated by the
educational agency.

Section 29.068 is added to facilitate robust monitoring of bilingual and special language programs. The agency is tasked with
adopting rules that prioritize meeting student needs, closing learning gaps, and directly engaging with school districts to improve
education strategies for bilingual students. The regulations may also enhance reporting requirements through the Public Education
Information Management System (PEIMS). The bill is set to take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 03-19-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Subcommittee on Academic Education
04-03-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E2.030, House Subcommittee on Academic Education
04-03-25 H Subcommittee action pending House Subcommittee on Academic Education

HB 1696  Canales, Terry(D) Relating to adding a designation on a person's driver's license or commercial driver's license indicating that
the person is licensed to carry a handgun.

AI Summary: This bill establishes provisions related to the designation of individuals licensed to carry handguns on their driver's and commercial
driver's licenses. A new section, 411.1795, mandates that Texas Department of Public Safety create rules allowing applicants for
an original, duplicate, modified, or renewed handgun license to request a specific designation on their driver's license or
commercial driver's license. This designation confirms the individual is licensed to carry a handgun and includes essential details
like the handgun license number and its effective period.

Furthermore, Section 411.205 is amended to state that when asked for identification by law enforcement, individuals carrying a
handgun must provide either their driver's/commercial driver's license displaying the handgun designation or both that license and
their handgun license.

The bill also introduces Section 521.128 in the Transportation Code, requiring that every driver's license issued to handgun license
holders includes this designation. A similar requirement is created for commercial driver's licenses through an addition to Section
522.030.

The law is set to take effect on September 1, 2025, with the Department of Public Safety tasked to finalize the rules by December
1, 2025. These provisions will apply exclusively to licenses requested or renewed after January 1, 2026.

Bill History: 03-26-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Homeland, Public Safety, Veterans
03-26-25 H Voted favorably from committee on House Homeland, Public Safety, Veterans
04-04-25 H Reported favorably from committee on House Homeland, Public Safety, Veterans

HB 1816  Lujan, John(R) Relating to county and municipal authority to prohibit the operation of e-cigarette retailers near public
primary or secondary schools.

AI Summary: This bill establishes new provisions in Texas law to enhance local control over the placement of e-cigarette retailers in relation to
public school campuses. Specifically, it adds Section 161.0895 to the Health and Safety Code, allowing the commissioners court
of a county to issue orders and the governing body of a municipality to enact ordinances that would restrict e-cigarette retailers
from operating within 1,000 feet of public primary or secondary school campuses.

Furthermore, the bill outlines a specific exemption for retailers whose gross receipts from e-cigarette sales constitute less than
50% of their overall sales, thereby recognizing that some vendors may have diverse business models that do not primarily focus
on e-cigarettes.

The new regulation reflects an effort to support public health initiatives, particularly concerning youth exposure to e-cigarettes, and
aims to provide local governments with the necessary regulatory capacity to mitigate potential risks in their communities. The
effectiveness of these provisions is set to commence on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 03-25-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E2.026, House Intergovernmental Affairs
03-25-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Intergovernmental Affairs
03-25-25 H Committee action pending House Intergovernmental Affairs

HB 1876  Tepper, Carl(R) Relating to the establishment of a career and technical education reporting grant program by the Texas
Education Agency.

AI Summary: This bill enacts a new grant program to enhance career and technical education in Texas by establishing Section 29.195 in the
Education Code. The program, overseen by the Texas Education Agency (TEA), is designed to offer grants to schools and charter
institutions to assist in gathering, analyzing, and reporting relevant education data.

The TEA is required to set rules for the grant program, which will include clear application processes, eligibility benchmarks, and
prioritization of proposals that promise notable improvements in educational outcomes and workforce readiness.

Grants can be allocated for various activities, notably for implementing data collection strategies that monitor student engagement
in extracurricular education activities, tracking performance metrics, and assessing readiness for future career paths, including
military options. Schools must also ensure that data on enrollments is disaggregated by crucial demographic factors, effectively
promoting equitable access to career education resources. Additionally, the legislation emphasizes the necessity of training school
employees in data analytics and encourages integration of career and technical education data with existing educational
information systems.

The program is set to be operational as soon as practicable following the act's effective date, contingent upon legislative approval
for immediate implementation or scheduled for September 1, 2025, if not approved.

Bill History: 01-15-25 H Filed
03-14-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Subcommittee on Academic Education
04-10-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E2.030, House Subcommittee on Academic Education

HB 2189  Howard, Donna(D) Relating to methods to improve health profession-related career and technology education and dual credit
programs offered by school districts.

AI Summary: This bill is designed to bolster career and technology education in health professions across Texas schools. Specifically, it adds
new instructional support by requiring the Texas Education Agency to provide high-quality instructional materials at no cost to
school districts for health profession-related programs (Section 29.193). The materials can include essential knowledge and skills
or supplemental resources, enhancing the educational offerings for students.

Further, the bill mandates a study (Section 29.195) in collaboration with the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board to explore
partnership opportunities between public schools and higher education institutions. This initiative aims to identify existing
educational laboratory resources and potential incentives for sharing them, ultimately enriching the learning environment for health
profession-related courses.

Moreover, Section 2308A.0075 requires a comprehensive review of dual credit programs for health professions to ensure their
curricula align with higher education requirements, thereby facilitating the stacking of credentials and reducing redundancy. This
review will also include insights from both academic and practicing healthcare professionals, culminating in a report to be
submitted to the legislature by December 1, 2026. The provisions set forth in this bill reflect a strategic effort to enhance
educational quality and collaboration in the health professions sector while promoting accountability and resource sharing among
educational institutions.

Bill History: 03-14-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Subcommittee on Academic Education
04-03-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E2.030, House Subcommittee on Academic Education
04-03-25 H Subcommittee action pending House Subcommittee on Academic Education

HB 2196  Bell, Keith(R) Relating to the provision of virtual education in public schools and to certain waivers and modifications by
the commissioner of education to the method of calculating average daily attendance in an emergency.

AI Summary: This bill aims to enhance the provision of virtual education in Texas public schools, notably through the introduction of Chapter 30B
which encompasses regulations for full-time hybrid campuses and virtual programs. It modifies the existing framework to replace
the outdated state virtual school network (Chapter 30A) with more relevant guidelines.

The bill specifies that school districts and open-enrollment charter schools must not actively discourage student enrollment in
these courses and outlines particular criteria for the enrollment processes. It advocates for inclusion, especially for vulnerable
student populations, by ensuring that homeless or those in substitute care have smoother transitions to new schools and access to
virtual education.

Moreover, it addresses attendance issues during emergencies by allowing the commissioner to alter the methodology for
calculating attendance to preserve funding, thus ensuring that school districts can maintain resources in challenging times.

Furthermore, the bill establishes clearer definitions of what constitutes a hybrid or virtual education and mandates consistency in
accountability for educational quality within these formats.

Overall, this comprehensive legislation modernizes Texas educational policy by integrating virtual learning pathways and
establishing robust frameworks for equitable access and quality education delivery. The provisions introduced will take effect
starting the 2025-2026 school year, ensuring a gradual transition forschools to adapt to the new regulations.

Bill History: 03-27-25 H Committee action pending House Subcommittee on Academic Education
04-03-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Public Education
04-03-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Public Education

HB 2243  Oliverson, Tom(R) Relating to the creation of the Texas Commission on Teacher Job Satisfaction and Retention.

AI Summary: The bill creates the Texas Commission on Teacher Job Satisfaction and Retention, a new entity tasked with enhancing teacher job
satisfaction and retention across Texas. The commission will feature 13 members appointed by state leadership, ensuring diversity
in its composition.

The commission's primary function includes developing actionable recommendations to address various aspects of teacher
experience, such as excessive administrative burdens, the effects of current education laws on teacher morale, and the potential
implications of declining federal education funding.

To support its work, the commission will have the authority to hire necessary staff and obtain consulting services outside typical
procurement regulations, facilitating efficient operation.

The commission is also mandated to conduct public meetings to foster engagement but does not fall under Chapter 551, allowing
flexibility in its processes while remaining subject to public information laws as detailed in Chapter 552.

Finally, the commission's establishment is time-limited, with a sunset provision that abolishes it on September 1, 2027, prompting
a need for timely action and results. The appointments to the commission must be completed within 30 days following the bill's
effective date, which could either be immediate or effective September 1, 2025, depending on legislative approval.

Bill History: 01-29-25 H Filed
03-14-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Public Education
04-08-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education

HB 2249  Bernal, Diego(D) Relating to the establishment of the Texas Teacher Recruitment Scholarship Program and the Texas Teacher
Retention Incentive Program.

AI Summary: This bill enacts measures to bolster both the recruitment and retention of teachers in Texas through the establishment of two new
programs aimed at addressing critical shortages in the education system. The Texas Teacher Recruitment Scholarship Program
focuses on attracting new talent into the teaching profession. The program offers conditional scholarships to eligible students
enrolled in teacher preparation programs within Texas. Each scholarship can amount to as much as $40,000, contingent upon
specific criteria, including a requirement for students to maintain satisfactory academic progress and fulfill service commitments
post-graduation. In the event a student receives a degree before completing their scholarship, they must utilize remaining funds for
student loan repayment.

On the retention front, the Texas Teacher Retention Incentive Program incentivizes current teachers to remain in their positions by
providing an annual award of $10,000 for four consecutive years, contingent upon their continued employment in the same district.
Eligibility for nominations includes maintaining good standing with the Texas Education Agency and not having received prior
designations that would disqualify them.

Both programs are designed for implementation by the 2026-2027 academic year, with a focus on ensuring equitable access and
maintaining rigorous standards across the board while being funded through existing financial resources without mandating new
appropriations from the legislature.

Bill History: 03-25-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education
03-25-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Public Education
03-25-25 H Committee action pending House Public Education

HB 2310  Ordaz, Claudia(D) Relating to developing a strategic plan for the improvement and expansion of early learning and
educational opportunities for young children with disabilities.

AI Summary: This bill enacts a new Section 29.0091 in the Education Code, focusing on the enhancement of early learning and educational
opportunities for young children with disabilities or developmental delays. The Texas Education Agency, in partnership with the
Health and Human Services Commission and the Texas Workforce Commission, is tasked to develop and implement a
comprehensive strategic plan. This plan will include crucial strategies for including children with disabilities in early childhood
education settings, which encompasses prekindergarten programs, early childhood special education, and childcare programs
under state subsidies.

The bill necessitates a detailed analysis of existing barriers to inclusion and aims to propose legislative and policy changes
necessary for improvements. Recommendations shall focus on enhancing provider staffing, training, and resource allocation,
ensuring seamless transitions for families between various educational services. Importantly, the plan must be updated every four
years, with agencies required to publish their findings and plans on their respective websites.

The initial strategic plan is expected to be available by September 1, 2026, fulfilling the collaborative vision to improve educational
prospects for young children with disabilities across Texas. The act stipulates that it will become effective immediately upon
receiving a two-thirds legislative vote or on September 1, 2025, if that threshold is not met.

Bill History: 01-31-25 H Filed
03-14-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Public Education
04-08-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education

HB 2495  Dutton, Harold(D) Relating to certain rights of the sole managing conservator of a child in relation to the child's enrollment in
school.

AI Summary: This bill amends the Family Code in Texas particularly focusing on the rights of the sole managing conservator and the nonparent
managing conservator of a child regarding education.

For the sole managing conservator, the bill introduces a new right, allowing them to designate the school the child will attend and
to enroll the child in that school, subject to any relevant eligibility or admissions requirements. Additionally, this right is found under
a newly designated number (8) among theexisting rights. Other rights remain unchanged but have been renumbered for clarity.

Similarly, the nonparent managing conservator is granted the added right to designate and enroll the child in school, positioned as
a new right numbered (11). The renumbering of existing rights also occurs, with the total structure remaining intact but
accommodating these additions.

Finally, the bill states that these changes will only apply to suits related to the parent-child relationship that are filed or pending
after the Act's effective date of September 1, 2025. This ensures that the new educational rights will govern future cases involving
children and their respective conservators.

Bill History: 03-31-25 H Meeting set for 2:00 P.M. OR ADJ., E2.016, House Subcommittee on Family and Fiduciary
03-31-25 H Laid out for consideration in subcommittee House Subcommittee on Family and Fiduciary
03-31-25 H Subcommittee action pending House Subcommittee on Family and Fiduciary

HB 2546  Tepper, Carl(R) Relating to vehicles eligible for replacement under the clean school bus program.

AI Summary: This bill relates to the clean school bus program in Texas and aims to enhance the eligibility requirements for vehicles eligible for
replacement. The changes begin with an amendment to Section 390.002(b) of the Health and Safety Code, which expands the
definition of replacement vehicles under the program. The replacement threshold shifts from allowing pre-2007 model year buses
to allowing pre-2011 model year buses.

In Section 390.004(c), the eligibility for a school bus proposed for replacement is also revised. The new requirement states that the
school bus must now be of model year 2010 or earlier, an increase from the previous stipulation of 2006 or earlier.

Moreover, Section 390.004(d) specifies that the replacement bus is required to be from the current model year or the year prior to
the current model year at the time of the grant application. This bill not only updates the standards for bus replacements but also
reinforces the program's focus on enhancing emission reduction technologies aimed at improving air quality around schools. The
act is set to take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 03-27-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Environmental Regulation
03-27-25 H Committee action pending House Environmental Regulation
04-03-25 H Voted favorably from committee on House Environmental Regulation

HB 2689  Guillen, Ryan(R) Relating to the establishment of an intensive workforce readiness adult education pilot program.

AI Summary: The bill relates to the creation of an intensive workforce readiness adult education pilot program targeting adults in Texas. It
modifies Section 12.255 of the Education Code to allow the commissioner to grant charters specifically for this program, in addition
to the existing limit of 10 charters. This adjustment aims to provide more educational options focused on workforce readiness.

The newly added Section 12.266 mandates the establishment of the pilot program, allowing eligible entities tooffer adult education
designed to help participants achieve a high school diploma or equivalency and gain industry certifications. These industry
certifications must be relevant to high-demand occupations identified by local workforce development boards, emphasizing the
program's alignment with regional labor market needs.

The Texas Education Agency is required to initiate this program by September 1, 2026, ensuring a structured timeline for
implementation. The bill reinforces the commitment to enhancing workforce readiness through targeted education and training,
highlighting the importance of preparing individuals for the realities of the job market. The Act will take effect either immediately or
by September 1, 2025, depending on legislative approval.

Bill History: 03-27-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E2.030, House Subcommittee on Academic Education
03-27-25 H Laid out for consideration in subcommittee House Subcommittee on Academic Education
03-27-25 H Subcommittee action pending House Subcommittee on Academic Education

HB 2849  Allen, Alma(D) Relating to policies on the recess period in public schools.

AI Summary: The bill creates new stipulations regarding recess in Texas public schools by adding two sections to the Education Code. Section
28.0045 establishes a framework for model recess policies to be developed by the Department of State Health Services School
Health Advisory Committee. These policies are aimed to foster constructive outdoor play while providing guidance on necessary
outdoor equipment and facilities to support effective physical activity during recess.

Section 28.0046 outlines responsibilities for school district boards of trustees in creating recess policies. Each board is tasked with
adopting a policy based on the model developed under Section 28.0045, with a review occurring at least every five years. The
recess policy must explicitly state the minimum weekly unstructured playtime and clarify whether recess may be withheld as a
disciplinary action.

Implementation of these policies is time-sensitive, with model policies due by January 1, 2026, adoption by May 1, 2026, and full
implementation required by the beginning of the 2026-2027 school year. The bill is set to take effect on September 1, 2025,
thereby ensuring timely adherence to the newly established guidelines.

Bill History: 02-14-25 H Filed
03-19-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Public Education
04-08-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education

HB 3034  Craddick, Tom(R) Relating to the enforcement of the prohibition on passing a school bus using images and video from a
school bus infraction detection system.

AI Summary: This bill aims to enhance the enforcement of laws prohibiting the unsafe act of passing a stopped school bus by introducing
provisions related to the use of technology. It defines a "school bus infraction detection system" as a sophisticated camera system
installed on school buses, equipped with multiple sensors to capture both video and still images when a violation occurs. The
legislation reinforces that local authorities are generally restricted from deploying photographic traffic signal enforcementsystems
on their roads but establishes an important exception for school bus infraction detection systems operated by school districts or
open-enrollment charter schools.

Additionally, while a local authority is barred from issuing charges based on recorded images from general photographic traffic
systems, this prohibition does not extend to the use of evidence obtained from school bus infraction detection systems. This
means that municipalities, counties, and schools can now legally charge individuals for violations of the statute concerning passing
stopped school buses based on recorded evidence. This bill is set to take effect on September 1, 2025, reinforcing the focus on
student safety.

Bill History: 03-27-25 H Committee action pending House Transportation
03-27-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Transportation
03-27-25 H Committee action pending House Transportation

HB 3099  Gerdes, Stan(R) Relating to adult high school charter program funding.

AI Summary: This bill addresses funding for adult high school charter programs by amending Section 12.263(b) of the Education Code. The
major focus of the bill is on how average daily attendance is calculated for adult education programs.

The proposed changes introduce increased thresholds for enrollment that determine the amount of instructional days that a
student is counted towards average daily attendance based on their enrollment percentage.

1. For students enrolled at least 75 percent of the school year, they maintain a 100 percent attendance rate. 2. Enrollments
between 50 to less than 75 percent will count for three-quarters of the instructional days, a shift from the previous requirement of
half. 3. Students who are engaged for 25 to less than 50 percent of the school year will now count for half of the instructional days
instead of a quarter. 4. Lastly, students enrolled at least 10 to less than 25 percent will receive recognition for a quarter of the
instructional days, up from only one-tenth.

The changes aim to reflect a more inclusive and favorable calculation of attendance, likely fostering higher student engagement
and funding support. The bill will take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 02-20-25 H Filed
03-20-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Public Education
04-08-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education

HB 3126  Darby, Drew(R) Relating to the election of certain school districts to participate in the uniform group coverage program for
active school employees.

AI Summary: This bill amends the Insurance Code by adding Section 1579.1551, which facilitates the participation of certain small school
districts in the uniform group coverage program for active school employees. It specifically targets districts that had opted out of
the program as of September 1, 2022, and which currently employ 500 or fewer individuals.

The legislation allows these districts to elect back into the program before five years have passed if they provide written
notification of their intention by December 31, 2025. The effective participation for these districts will commence on September 1,
2026. For this group, the trustee will implement a risk stabilization fee on premiums during this initial plan year.

Furthermore, districts that choose to rejoin must commit to remaining in the program until at least September 1, 2031, which helps
ensure stability and predictability within the program. The trustee holds the authority to set additional requirements for
participation, meaning compliance will be necessary for successful enrollment. Importantly, this section is set to expire on
September 1, 2031, establishing a clear timeline for the application and oversight of these provisions. The overall aim is to support
smaller school districts in accessing necessary benefits while maintaining sustainable program participation.

Bill History: 03-31-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Pensions/Investments/Financial Services
03-31-25 H Committee action pending House Pensions/Investments/Financial Services
04-07-25 H Voted favorably from committee on House Pensions/Investments/Financial Services

HB 3546  Martinez, Armando(D) Relating to the authority of an independent school district to change the date of the general election for
officers.

AI Summary: This bill modifies Section 41.0052 of the Election Code, focusing on the election date authority of independent school districts.
Specifically, it amends Subsection (a-1) to allow municipalities and hospital districts located in counties with populations between
19,900 and 20,000 to shift their general election dates to the November uniform election date. Furthermore, it introduces
Subsection (f), which explicitly grants the governing bodies of independent school districts the same authority to change the date
of their general elections to the November uniform election date. This addition represents a significant shift in electoral procedure,
empowering independent school districts that had previously been excluded from similar provisions.

Additionally, the bill repeals the existing Section 41.0052(a-1) that may have governed election dates for independent school
districts under previous legislation. To ensure clarity and consistency, the bill states that it prevails over any conflicting provisions
from another Act of the 89th Legislature, Regular Session, 2025. The Act is set to take effect immediately upon receiving a two-
thirds vote from both houses of the legislature; otherwise, it will take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 02-28-25 H Filed
03-24-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Public Education
04-08-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education

HB 3627  Tepper, Carl(R) Relating to the employment of persons by the State Board of Education.

AI Summary: The bill establishes Section 7.114 within the Education Code, redefining the employment framework for the personnel of the State
Board of Education. The chair of the board is granted the authority to employ staff necessary for the efficient functioning of the
board and to determine their respective duties and compensation in accordance with legislative appropriations.

Personnel hired under this provision are classified as employees of the Texas Education Agency, which entitles them to state
employment benefits such as health insurance and retirement plans. They will also be eligible for reimbursement for work-related
expenses and are required to directly report to the board chair.

The chair has comprehensive control over employment decisions relating to these personnel, including hiring, promotions, and
potential terminations. Additionally, the Texas Education Agency is required to provide a spectrum of administrative support
services, including human resources, budgeting, accounting, purchasing, payroll, IT, and legal assistance, to ensure the
operational needs of the board are effectively met.

This Act is set to take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 03-03-25 H Filed
03-25-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Public Education
04-08-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education

HB 3629  Noble, Candy(R) Relating to prohibiting a person required to register as a sex offender from serving as a member of the
board of trustees of an independent school district.

AI Summary: This bill establishes a new restriction on eligibility for members of the board of trustees of independent school districts in Texas.
Under the newly added Subsection (b-1) to Section 11.061 of the Education Code, individuals required to register as sex offenders
under Chapter 62 of the Code of Criminal Procedure are explicitly barred from serving in these positions.

The applicability of this restriction is time-dependent; it will impact only those terms that commence or vacancies that arise after
the effective date of this legislation. This adds a layer of protection for students and the community by ensuring that school board
members meet certain moral and ethical standards.

The bill includes provisions for its effectiveness, stating that it will go into effect immediately if it secures a two-thirds majority vote
in both houses of the legislature. If that threshold is not met, the Act will take effect on September 1, 2025. Overall, this legislation
is aimed at enhancing the safety and integrity of educational leadership in Texas.

Bill History: 03-03-25 H Filed
03-25-25 H Introduced and referred to committee on House Public Education
04-08-25 H Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., JHR 140, House Public Education

HJR 112  Frank, James(R) Proposing a constitutional amendment protecting the right of parents to raise their children.

AI Summary: This joint resolution proposes a constitutional amendment to protect the rights of parents in Texas by adding Section 37 to Article I
of the Texas Constitution. The amendment explicitly states that parents possess the inherent right to exercise care, custody, and
control over their children and to make decisions regarding their upbringing. This is a significant assertion of parental authority
intended to protect families from unwarranted government intervention.

The bill clearly delineates the limits of state power, stipulating that the state or political subdivisions may not infringe upon these
parental rights unless such actions are necessary to further a compelling governmental interest. Even then, any interference must
be narrowly tailored, meaning the means employed to achieve this goal must be specific and limited, thus ensuring minimal
disruption to parental rights.

This proposed amendment will be placed on the ballot for public vote on November 4, 2025, allowing the citizens of Texas to
determine whether to adopt the constitutional change. The ballot will include a straightforward proposition asking voters if they
support establishing parents as the primary decision-makers for their children.

Bill History: 03-19-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Judiciary and Civil Jurisprudence
03-19-25 H Committee action pending House Judiciary and Civil Jurisprudence
03-26-25 H Voted favorably from committee on House Judiciary and Civil Jurisprudence

SB 1  Huffman, Joan(R)
Bonnen, Greg(R)

General Appropriations Bill.

Bill History: 03-31-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Appropriations
03-31-25 H Reported from committee as substituted House Appropriations
04-10-25 H Set on the House Calendar

SB 2  Creighton, Brandon(R) Relating to the establishment of an education savings account program.

AI Summary: This bill amends the Education Code to introduce a structured Education Savings Account Program aimed at expanding
educational options for families in Texas. Its establishment serves primarily to enhance parental choice in education and promote
equitable access to educational resources.

Defined terms clarify program parameters. Notably, a "Certified educational assistance organization" will be responsible for
administering the program, which includes accepting applications, processing payments, and providing necessary oversight.
Importantly, the program fund will be constructed from state revenue, donations, and appropriations, strictly to support education-
related expenses covered by the program.

Eligibility for participating children hinges on their status as students in Texas public education systems, with continued
participation allowed until graduation or ineligibility. A clear lottery system will prioritize admission for members of low-income
households and children with disabilities when applications surpass available funding.

Participants are mandated to adhere to strict spending guidelines for approved educational expenses, like tuition, educational
services, and assessment costs. Additionally, certified educational providers must demonstrate their capacity to meet predefined
standards, including valid background checks and continuous compliance with relevant regulations.

The legislation also lays out rigorous auditing measures, including requirements for both the comptroller and educational
organizations to maintain transparency and accountability. In matters of accountability, support for civil action against perceived
unconstitutionality is also specified.

Through these changes, the Education Savings Account Program aims to increase educational accessibility and provide families
with diverse educational pathways tailored to individual childrens needs.

Bill History: 04-03-25 H Meeting set for On Adj., JHR 140, House Public Education
04-03-25 H Laid out for consideration in committee House Public Education
04-03-25 H Voted favorably from committee as substituted House Public Education

SB 4  Bettencourt, Paul(R) Relating to an increase in the amount of the exemption of residence homesteads from ad valorem taxation
by a school district and the protection of school districts against certain losses in local revenue.

AI Summary: The bill seeks to increase the residence homestead exemption from $100,000 to $140,000, thereby providing greater tax relief for
homeowners. This adjustment is intended to shield homeowners from rising property taxes, especially as assessed property
values grow. School districts will receive additional state aid in response to anticipated losses in local revenue due to these
exemption increases over the 2023-2024, 2024-2025, and 2025-2026 school years, ensuring they can continue to service existing
debts adequately.

Furthermore, the legislation includes provisions that will be contingent upon the approval of a constitutional amendment scheduled
for a voter election. If passed, these provisions will facilitate the recalibration of state aid and degree of local revenue needed by
school districts, particularly impacting those that previously received aid for reduced ad valorem revenue.

The bill also repeals sections of the education code, simplifies grant procedures for districts benefiting from tax relief, and sets out
transitional tax assessment directives to prepare for the implementation of new rates for the 2025 tax year. These changes
collectively aim to maintain equitable funding for education while providing necessary tax relief to residents. If the constitutional
amendment fails, specific provisions of the bill will have no effect.

Bill History: 02-13-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 30/N: 0)
02-18-25 H Received in the House
03-25-25 H Referred to House Committee on House Ways and Means

SB 10  King, Phil(R) Relating to the display of the Ten Commandments in public school classrooms.

AI Summary: This bill establishes a requirement for Texas public elementary and secondary schools to display the Ten Commandments
prominently in each classroom. The newly added Section 1.0041 of the Education Code specifies that schools must have a
durable poster or framed copy that conforms to specific criteria: it must only include the exact text of the Ten Commandments,
which is explicitly spelled out within the bill, and must be presented in a size and typeface that is legible from any point in the
classroom. The stipulated dimensions for the poster are a minimum of 16 inches wide and 20 inches tall.

Furthermore, if a school fails to have the required display, it must accept any privately donated copies that meet the size and
content criteria, and it is obligated to display these copies as stated. Schools are also allowed, although not mandated, to
purchase such displays using district funds if they do not have one. Importantly, the bill clarifies that no other law exempts public
schools from adhering to this requirement, ensuring full compliance is necessary. The bill aims to take effect immediately upon
receiving a proper vote or, if not, by September 1, 2025, marking the beginning of enforcement from the 2025-2026 academic
year.

Bill History: 03-19-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 20/N: 11)
03-20-25 H Received in the House
03-25-25 H Referred to House Committee on House Public Education

SB 11  Middleton, Mayes(R) Relating to a period of prayer and reading of the Bible or other religious text in public schools.

AI Summary: This bill establishes a formal procedure within Texas public schools for the inclusion of prayer and reading religious texts. Under
new Section 25.0823, school boards may adopt policies ensuring that each school day includes a period for this purpose, provided
that participation is entirely voluntary, contingent on obtaining a signed consent form from a student's parent or legal guardian. The
form requires acknowledgment of the student's choice and waives any legal claims related to the policy, specifically referencing
the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment.

The section also specifies that no prayers may be conducted over public address systems, and ensures that this period does not
infringe upon instructional time. Importantly, a provision allows consent to be revoked, enabling parents or guardians to withdraw
their approval at any point, while maintaining the waiver of legal rights stated earlier.

In addition, the bill amends existing Section 25.901 to emphasize students' rights to private prayer or meditation without coercion,
strengthening the protection of individual constitutional rights within the school environment.

The legislation mandates that by six months after enactment, school districts must vote on adopting the new policy, which will take
effect in the 2025-2026 school year. The act can take effect immediately with a two-thirds vote or by September 1, 2025, if not
voted on favorably.

Bill History: 03-18-25 S Laid out for consideration in the Senate at 1:29pm
03-18-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 23/N: 7)
03-19-25 H Received in the House

SB 12  Creighton, Brandon(R) Relating to parental rights in public education and to certain public school requirements and prohibitions
regarding instruction and diversity, equity, and inclusion duties and the loss of funding.

AI Summary: The bill seeks to enhance parental rights within public education while limiting the scope of certain instructional and administrative
practices related to diversity and inclusion. It defines critical terms and mandates that public elementary and secondary schools
uphold the fundamental rights of parents, including directing their child's moral and religious education, making educational
decisions, and consenting to health care. This protection is bounded by a stringent standard that allows infringement only under
compelling state interests.

A substantial aspect of the bill is the significant limitations it places on diversity, equity, and inclusion responsibilities. Schools are
barred from implementing such duties unless required by existing laws. The legislation aims to prevent any implicit bias based on
race, gender, or sexual orientation in educational settings, with strict disciplinary policies imposed on those who contravene these
provisions.

Parental engagement is emphasized by the requirement for districts to create policies that include avenues for active parental
involvement and structured communications about educational standards, services, and their childs performance. Additionally,
schools must obtain written consent from parents for health-related services and specific educational content, notably regarding
human sexuality.

Moreover, school districts are mandated to certify their adherence to these laws annually, outlining their policies and procedures in
a publicly accountablemanner. The comprehensive approach aims to fortify parental authority and limit the influence of DEI
training in Texas public schools, with the new regulations expected to take effect beginning with the 2025-2026 school year.

Bill History: 03-19-25 S Laid out for consideration in the Senate at 9:11pm
03-19-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 20/N: 11)
03-20-25 H Received in the House

SB 13  Paxton, Angela(R) Relating to a school district's library materials and catalog, the creation of local school library advisory
councils, and parental rights regarding public school library catalogs and access.

AI Summary: This bill aims to enhance parental rights regarding access to school library materials and establish local governance structures
ensuring that community values are reflected in library catalogs. Notably, it amends Section 26.004(b) to require school districts to
provide parents with access to library material records related to their children.

Key definitions relevant to library content are introduced in Section 33.020including "harmful material" and "indecent
content"shaping the framework for library material approval. The collection development policy stipulated in Section 33.021
explicitly prohibits library material that includes indecent or profane content, heightening parental control over what materials
children may access.

Sections 33.023 and 33.024 establish protocols for parental access to library catalogs and the ability to limit the materials their
children can borrow. Additionally, local school library advisory councils are mandated in Section 33.025, which will guide
librarymaterial acquisition and retention.

Lastly, Section 33.027 details a clear process for challenging library materials, emphasizing community input and parental
authority in school library governance. This bill is set to enhance transparency and accountability around library materials while
aligning with parental expectations regarding their children's exposure to various content types. The implementation timeline
requires all new measures in place by the 2025-2026 school year.

Bill History: 03-19-25 S Laid out for consideration in the Senate at 9:17pm
03-19-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 23/N: 8)
03-20-25 H Received in the House

SB 24  Campbell, Donna(R) Relating to the inclusion of an understanding of communist regimes and ideologies in the essential
knowledge and skills for the social studies curriculum for public school students.

AI Summary: This bill proposes significant changes to the social studies curriculum in Texas public schools, requiring an in-depth understanding
of communist regimes and ideologies from kindergarten through grade 12. Newly established subsection (h-11) mandates the
State Board of Education to adopt essential knowledge and skills focused on the history, tactics, and impact of communism,
including age-appropriate lessons on specific events and ideologies.

The curriculum will cover notable historical atrocitiesassociated with communism, detailed over various points such as the Cultural
Revolution, Holodomor, and accounts of suppression under regimes led by communist parties. The bill also emphasizes a
comparative analysis between communist ideologies and the founding principles of the United States, providing context on
individual rights versus collectivism. Additionally, it outlines the need to educate students on the modern threats posed by
communist regimes and the tactics employedto spread their ideologies.

Subsection (h-12) requires the State Board to develop and publish educational standards, gather input from victims of
communism, and utilize materials that meet these standards. The implementation of these educational changes will commence
with the 2026-2027 school year, with a review of the curriculum mandated to be completed by June 1, 2026. The bill is structured
to take effect either immediately upon a two-thirds vote or on September 1, 2025, if the vote is not secured.

Bill History: 03-26-25 S Committee substitute adopted
03-26-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 28/N: 3)
03-27-25 H Received in the House

SB 26  Creighton, Brandon(R) Relating to public education, including the rights and compensation of public school educators and funding
for teacher compensation under the Foundation School Program.

AI Summary: This bill aims to enhance public education in Texas by focusing on the rights and compensation of educators and ensuring better
funding mechanisms under the Foundation School Program. It amends Section 21.3521 of the Education Code, expanding the
types of teacher designations schools can assign, now including recognized, acknowledged, and nationally board certified
categories. This change underscores a commitment to recognize diverse teaching qualifications.

The bill establishes a comprehensive grant program under Section 21.3522 to assist school districts in implementing local optional
teacher designation systems, thereby increasing the number of teachers who can gain these designations. It also creates
provisions for resources, including liability insurance, to protect teachers in the performance of their duties.

Significantly, the bill changes compensation structures by introducing new annual allotments for classroom teachers based on their
experience and designations. Enhanced funding opportunities fordistricts that meet specific criteria are outlined, aiming to promote
higher teacher retention rates by increasing salaries.

In an effort to create equitable educational opportunities, it expands prekindergarten enrollment eligibility to children of teachers,
thus supporting families in the education sector. Furthermore, upon passage, there is a requirement for immediate redesignation of
teachers under the modified categorization framework to ensure continuity in funding.

The bill emphasizes thorough support for teachers across various aspects of their roles and seeks to build a stronger educational
framework in Texas, emphasizing performance and teacher wellbeing.

Bill History: 02-26-25 S 6 Floor amendment(s) adopted
02-26-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 31/N: 0)
02-27-25 H Received in the House

SB 27  Creighton, Brandon(R) Relating to the rights of public school educators and assistance provided to public schools by the Texas
Education Agency related to public school educators.

AI Summary: This bill seeks to enhance the rights and working conditions of public school educators in Texas, with multiple substantive
additions to the Education Code. A primary focus of the bill is the development of a duty calendar for classroom staff that outlines
their expected work and supplemental duties at the beginning of each school year. It specifies how to compute salary reductions
due to unpaid leave based on this calendar, ensuring clarity for educators.

Additionally, changes to the processes by which the State Board for Educator Certification can impose sanctions on teachers who
leave positions under certain circumstances are introduced. Teachers are now protected from sanctions if their resignation stems
from serious illness, family relocation due to a spouse's employment change, or miscommunication with district administration
regarding resignations.

The bill also addresses operational efficiency by establishing a grant program to incentivize hiring retired teachers and
emphasizes the importance of support programs through the Texas Education Agency that aim to improve teacher quality,
retention, and provide technical assistance to districts.

Furthermore, under the student removal policy, teachers are granted more agency in managing classroom behavior, allowing for
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Furthermore, under the student removal policy, teachers are granted more agency in managing classroom behavior, allowing for
enhanced dismissal protocols and mandated parental communication when students are removed from class.

Lastly, certain outdated provisions of the Education Code have been repealed to make the law more efficient, leading to an overall
aim of better support for educators and improved classroom environments for students. The act will take effect immediately with a
two-thirds vote or by September 1, 2025, otherwise.

Bill History: 04-03-25 S 5 Floor amendment(s) adopted
04-03-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 31/N: 0)
04-07-25 H Received in the House

SB 57  Zaffirini, Judith(D) Relating to provisions and plans by public schools to ensure the safety of individuals with disabilities or
impairments during a mandatory school drill or a disaster or emergency situation.

AI Summary: The bill establishes requirements for public schools in Texas to ensure the safety of students with disabilities during mandatory
school drills and in emergency situations. It adds Section 29.0052 to the Education Code, which requires the committee or team
responsible for a students Individualized Education Program (IEP) or Section 504 plan to evaluate whether specific
accommodations are needed for emergencies. If accommodations are necessary, they must be identified and communicated to
relevant school administrators involved in emergency planning.

Moreover, the bill amends Section 37.108(f) to stipulate that school districts must include provisions within their multihazard
emergency operations plan to ensure the safety of students with disabilities. This includes maintaining equal access to safety
measures during disasters, based on guidelines established by the Texas Education Agency.

In addition, Section 37.1086 mandates that the Texas Education Agency will develop guidelines regarding accommodations for
students with disabilities in both school drills and multihazard emergency plans. The bill's regulations will take effect for the 2026-
2027 school year, ensuring schools adequately prepare to meet the safety needs of students with disabilities in emergency
situations.

Bill History: 03-20-25 S Committee substitute adopted
03-20-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 29/N: 0)
03-25-25 H Received in the House

SB 112  Hall, Bob(R) Relating to parental rights in public education.

AI Summary: The bill, filed by Bob Hall, aims to strengthen parental rights in public education in Texas. It amends existing sections of the
Education Code to grant parents extensive access to their child's educational records, thus enhancing transparency and
accountability within public educational institutions.

Specifically, Section 26.004(b) has been amended to ensure that parents can view a comprehensive list of documentation related
to their child, including attendance records, test scores, disciplinary records, and psychological evaluations, among others.
Notably, it expands the list to include reports addressing behavioral patterns and assistance related to learning difficulties,
ensuring that parents are fully informed about their child's educational and psychological welfare.

In addition, Section 26.009 modifies the consent process required for school personnel. While consent is still necessary for various
psychological and health assessments, an exception is now explicitly stated: parental consent is not required when the
examination or test is legally mandated under laws governing special education.

The bill includes an immediate effect clause contingent on a two-thirds majority vote; otherwise, it will take effect on September 1,
2025. This legislation positions parents as active participants in their child's education, fostering an environment of collaboration
and accountability in public schools.

Bill History: 03-26-25 S Laid out for consideration in the Senate at 1:45pm
03-26-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 29/N: 2)
03-27-25 H Received in the House

SB 204  Paxton, Angela(R) Relating to a handbook on parental rights in education and training requirements on parental rights in
education for a member of the board of trustees of a school district.

AI Summary: The bill titled TX89RSB 204 aims to enhance parental rights in education by instituting training requirements for members of
school district boards of trustees and by creating a comprehensive parental rights handbook. According to the bill, the State Board
of Education is tasked with requiring trustees to receive training on the rights of parents concerning the education of their children.
This training will have a specially developed curriculum aided by the Texas Education Agency.

Moreover, the bill introduces Section 26.0025, which mandates the creation of a Parental Rights Handbook. This handbook will
detail all parental rights pertaining to education, including the rights that can be enforced on behalf of students. Key stipulations for
the handbook include that it must be drafted in plain language, updated annually to reflect any changes in pertinent laws or agency
guidance, and made publicly available online in a searchable format.

The bill outlines a clear implementation timeline that requires the training and handbook to be ready by January 1, 2026, with a
deadline of April 1, 2026, for current trustees to complete the training. The bill will take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 03-13-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
03-17-25 S Reported from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
03-17-25 S Recommended for Local/Uncontested Calendar

SB 207  Paxton, Angela(R) Relating to excused absences from public school for certain students to attend mental health care
appointments.

AI Summary: The proposed bill, TX89RSB 207, seeks to amend Section 25.087 of the Education Code by introducing critical changes
concerning excused absences from public school. The major addition is the provision that allows students to be excused for
temporary absences resulting from appointments with health care professionals, specifically including mental health care
providers. This change aims to acknowledge and support the mental health needs of students, thereby promoting their overall
well-being.

The bill outlines that a student will be excused if they commence classes or return to school the same day as their health care
appointment. In addition to mental health appointments, the existing reasons for excused absences remain, which include
observing religious holy days, attending court appearances, and participating in activities related to the Department of Family and
Protective Services.

The bill is set to take effect at the start of the 2025-2026 school year, should it receive the requisite support for immediate
implementation; otherwise, its enforcement will begin on September 1, 2025. The bill reflects a growing recognition of the
importance of mental health awareness and treatment in the educational landscape, presenting a more inclusive approach to
student absenteeism.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in the Senate at 1:19pm
04-01-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 31/N: 0)
04-02-25 H Received in the House

SB 226  West, Royce(D) Relating to establishing residency for children who are the subject of parental child safety placement
agreements for purposes of admission into public schools.

AI Summary: This bill aims to clarify residency requirements for children under parental child safety placement agreements to facilitate their
enrollment in public schools. It amends the Education Code (Section 25.001) by adding Subsection (c-3), allowing parents or
guardians to demonstrate residency through a specific letter from the Department of Family and Protective Services. This letter
must indicate that the child is under a safety placement agreement and provide the child's residential address within the school
district.

Additionally, the bill modifies the Family Code by adding Subsection (a-1) to Section 264.902. This mandates that the parental
child safety placement agreement includes a letter that not only identifies the childs address but also asserts that it validates their
residence for public school enrollment in the respective district, referencing the new requirements in the Education Code.

The bill specifies that these provisions will apply starting with the 2025-2026 school year, and any agreements executed prior to
the effective date of the law will continue to be governed by existing statutes. The bill can take effect immediately with a two-thirds
vote or on September 1, 2025, if such approval is not achieved.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported favorably from committee on Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Recommended for Local/Uncontested Calendar

SB 260  Huffman, Joan(R) Relating to the school safety allotment under the Foundation School Program.

AI Summary: This legislation modifies the funding structure for the school safety allotment within the Foundation School Program, which
supports safety initiatives in school districts across Texas. Under the revised provisions of Section 48.115(a) of the Education
Code, districts will now receive an annual allotment corresponding to a sum of key elements.

The per-student allotment has been raised from $10 to $20 for each student in average daily attendance, significantly increasing
the financialsupport available per student. Additionally, the bill also stipulates an uplift in the campus-specific allotment from
$15,000 to $30,000 for each campus, thereby enhancing the financial resources dedicated to safety on a per-campus basis.

Overall, this act is designed to better equip Texas schools with the necessary funding to implement effective safety measures and
programs. The changes will take effect on September 1, 2025, ensuring schools can plan accordingly to benefit from this
increased funding as they prepare for a safer educational environment.

Bill History: 03-12-25 S Committee substitute adopted
03-12-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 31/N: 0)
03-13-25 H Received in the House

SB 326  King, Phil(R) Relating to the procedure for determining whether a student's violation of a public school's or public
institution of higher education's student code of conduct was motivated by antisemitism.

AI Summary: This bill proposes measures aimed at reinforcing sensitivity and understanding around issues of antisemitism within Texas public
schools and institutions of higher education. It amends the Education Code to add two notable sections: Section 37.0095 for K-12
education and Section 51.9791 for higher education.

Under Section 37.0095, school districts and open-enrollment charter schools are obligated to consider the definition of
antisemitism, along with related examples, when assessing whether a student's behavior violates the student code of conduct due
to being motivated by antisemitism.

Similarly, Section 51.9791 outlines that institutions of higher education must apply the same consideration regarding antisemitism
in their disciplinary procedures. Both sections are intended to promote consistent and informed decision-making in disciplinary
actions that involve potential antisemitic motivation.

The bill emphasizes a clear procedural directive that schools and higher education institutions must follow when facing incidents
that may involve antisemitism. The provisions will be applicable from the 2025-2026 academic year, ensuring that educational
entities prepare adequately for this new requirement. The bill is designed to take effect immediately, pending a two-thirds majority
vote for urgency, or else it will come into effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
04-01-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16

SB 371  Campbell, Donna(R) Relating to parental approval for a student's participation in human sexuality instruction in public schools.

AI Summary: This bill enacts significant measures regarding parental involvement in students' education concerning human sexuality in Texas
public schools. It amends Section 28.004 of the Education Code by adding Subsection (i-2). Under this new provision, school
districts are mandated to secure written consent from a student's parent prior to delivering any human sexuality instruction. This
requirement aims to enhance parental oversight and involvement in sensitive educational topics.

The legislation stipulates that the request for consent must be distinctly separate from any other communication or request sent to
parents, ensuring that parents are clearly informed about the human sexuality instruction and are given adequate attention to this
particular consent. Furthermore, it establishes a timely notification requirement; schools must provide this consent request to
parents at least 14 days prior to the start of the instruction, allowing parents sufficient time to respond.

The bill is set to be implemented starting in the 2025-2026 school year, highlighting Texas' intent to prioritize parental roles in their
children's sexual education. The bill will take effect immediately upon receiving a two-thirds vote from both legislative houses or on
September 1, 2025, if it does not meet the necessary voting threshold.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in the Senate at 3:45pm
04-01-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 24/N: 7)
04-02-25 H Received in the House

SB 400  Kolkhorst, Lois(R) Relating to requiring parental consent for psychological or psychiatric examination, testing, or treatment
conducted by a school district employee.

AI Summary: This bill mandates that school district employees must secure written consent from a child's parent prior to conducting
psychological or psychiatric examinations, testing, or treatment. Specifically, it amends Section 26.009 of the Education Code by
requiring that consent be obtained in accordance with a new subsection (a-2). Under this amended law, the terms of examinations
and treatments are more inclusive, describing a range of methods to gather information about a childs mental state, including
those embedded in academic lessons.

New definitions highlight that psychological or psychiatric examination refers to methods aimed at understanding attitudes, traits,
or potential mental health disorders. Similarly, psychological or psychiatric treatment is defined as a systematic approach aimed at
modifying behavior and emotional states.

Furthermore, the bill clearly states that a child may not participate in any activities requiring consent unless the school's district has
received the parents signed written consent. The legislation will take effect from the start of the 2025-2026 school year, with
provisions for immediate enactment contingent upon legislative approval.

Bill History: 03-24-25 S 1 Floor amendment(s) adopted
03-24-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 28/N: 2)
03-25-25 H Received in the House

SB 412  Middleton, Mayes(R) Relating to affirmative defenses to prosecution for certain offenses involving material or conduct that is
obscene or otherwise harmful to children.

AI Summary: This bill pertains to the affirmative defenses available for prosecution concerning certain offenses involving material that is
obscene or harmful to children. The amendments refine the criteria under which an affirmative defense can be claimed.

In Section 43.24(c), the affirmative defense for prosecution now accepts only bona fide judicial, law enforcement, or legislative
justifications, replacing the previous broader scope which included scientific, educational, governmental, and other similar
reasons. This narrows the defenses available in these cases, making it more stringent.

Section 43.25(f) also undergoes significant changes as the conditions for an affirmative defense are revised. This section removes
previously accepted purposes such as educational or medical justifications and maintains solely judicial, law enforcement, or
legislative purposes. Furthermore, it includes that a defendant can assert an affirmative defense if they are not more than two
years older than the child involved.

The Act states that its provisions will only apply to offenses committed on or after its effective date of September 1, 2025, while
offenses prior to this date will still adhere to the laws in effect at the time. This ensures a smooth transition between the old and
new legal frameworks relating to these offenses.

Bill History: 03-19-25 S Laid out for consideration in the Senate at 9:28pm
03-19-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 23/N: 8)
03-20-25 H Received in the House

SB 413  Middleton, Mayes(R) Relating to the meetings of the boards of trustees of independent school districts.

AI Summary: This bill amends Section 11.0621 of the Texas Education Code, which pertains to the meetings of the boards of trustees of
independent school districts. Significant changes include the removal of the need for minutes to be certified and the elimination of
the previous requirements for maintaining an agenda or tape recording of meetings. Instead, the focus is placed squarely on the
attendance of each board member and their votes on any items discussed during meetings, which must now be documented in
the minutes.

Additionally, the bill introduces new posting requirements: boards of trustees are required to post the minutes online on their
district's website not later than the seventh day after a meeting where a quorum is present and voting. Similarly, any resolution
adopted during the meeting must also be posted within this timeframe. This change is aimed at enhancing transparency and
accountability, ensuring that the public has timely access to important information regarding school board activities. The new
requirements go into effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 03-17-25 S Reported from committee as substituted Senate Local Government
03-17-25 S Recommended for Local/Uncontested Calendar
03-25-25 S First placement on Senate Intent Calendar for

SB 414  Middleton, Mayes(R) Relating to the text of ballot propositions for bond elections.

AI Summary: This bill outlines new procedures and requirements for the text of ballot propositions related to bond elections for political
subdivisions in Texas. It amends existing laws to mandate that the ballot specifically include detailed financial information about
proposed debt obligations. This includes, for the first time, required disclosures of estimated interest, combined principal and
interest, and a clear statement that taxes will be used to repay these obligations.

Additionally, each proposed debt obligation must be presented as a separate proposition on the ballot, ensuring clarity for voters.
Political subdivisions with over 250 registered voters are required to create a comprehensive voter information document that
includes essential data such as the principal amount, estimated future taxes affecting homeowners, and major assumptions made
regarding the potential debt.

The bill also emphasizes the importance of public access to information by mandating that this voter information be readily
available on the subdivision's internet site, enhancing the transparency of bond elections. Lastly, these requirements will only
apply to elections ordered after the bill's effective date of September 1, 2025, thereby ensuring that upcoming elections adhere to
these new standards.

Bill History: 04-03-25 S First placement on Senate Intent Calendar for
04-07-25 S Placed on the Senate Calendar for
04-08-25 S Placed on the Senate Calendar for

SB 451  Middleton, Mayes(R) Relating to the purchase, adoption, and use of instructional materials by public schools.

AI Summary: This bill focuses on the regulation of the purchase, adoption, and use of instructional materials by public schools in Texas. It
makes critical additions to the Education Code regarding the limitations on instructional materials.

Firstly, it updates Section 31.0211(f) to categorically prohibit the use of allotted funds for materials that include obscene or harmful
content, or materials that cannot comply with certification as mandated by Section 31.1011(a)(1)(B). It further stipulates that funds
cannot be used for any materials found on the State Board of Education's list of rejected instructional materials.

A new section, 31.024, explicitly states that school districts are prohibited from adopting or using any material on the rejection list.
Additionally, Section 31.073 is amended to emphasize that open education resources can only be adopted if they are absent from
the rejection list.

The bill also modifies Section 31.106, allowing schools to utilize local funds for purchasing materials but strictly limiting it to those
not on the rejection list. This comprehensive reform aims to ensure that public school educational content is appropriate and
vetted, with the implementation set to begin in the 2025-2026 school year, contingent upon legislative approval for immediate
effect.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16
04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
04-01-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16

SB 464  Campbell, Donna(R) Relating to county and municipal authority to prohibit the operation of e-cigarette retailers near primary or
secondary schools.

AI Summary: This bill introduces a new provision under Section 161.0895 of the Health and Safety Code, granting authority to county
commissioners and municipal governing bodies to regulate the placement of e-cigarette retailers near schools. Specifically, it
permits them to prohibit the operation of e-cigarette retailers within 300 feet of any public or private primary or secondary school
campus. This regulation aims to safeguard students from the influences of e-cigarette retailers located too close to their schools.

However, the bill includes a notable exemption: it does not apply to e-cigarette retailers whose revenue from e-cigarette sales
constitutes less than 50 percent of their total gross receipts. Thus, smaller businesses that do not primarily engage in the sale of e-
cigarettes will not be affected by this ban.

Finally, the bill outlines the conditions under which it takes effectimmediately with a two-thirds majority vote in both houses of the
legislature, or if such a vote is not achieved, it will take effect on September 1, 2025. This structure helps to ensure that the
regulation can be enacted promptly if there is sufficient legislative support.

Bill History: 04-03-25 S Placed on the Senate Calendar for
04-07-25 S Placed on the Senate Calendar for
04-08-25 S Placed on the Senate Calendar for

SB 546  Menendez, Jose(D) Relating to seat belts on buses that transport children.

AI Summary: The bill modifies Section 547.701 of the Transportation Code to enhance safety measures for children traveling on buses. It
clarifies that the term "bus" encompasses various types of school-related vehicles, including school buses and school activity
buses. Under the new provisions, all buses used for transporting schoolchildren must be equipped with three-point seat belts for
each passenger, including the bus operator.

However, if a school district's board of trustees decides that it is not feasible to provide three-point seat belts due to financial
limitations or specific student needs, the district may opt instead for two-point seat belts. This change reflects a shift from the
previous exemptions that applied to certain model year buses, thereby ensuring compliance across the board regardless of the
bus's purchase date.

Moreover, the bill introduces the ability for school districts to seek financial support through gifts, grants, and donations from both
public and private sources to facilitate the implementation of these seat belt requirements. The law is set to take effect on
September 1, 2025, allowing for a transition period for the schools to prepare for these changes.

Bill History: 03-26-25 S Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E1.016, Senate Transportation
03-26-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Transportation
03-26-25 S Committee action pending Senate Transportation

SB 568  Bettencourt, Paul(R) Relating to special education in public schools, including funding for special education under the Foundation
School Program.

AI Summary: The bill overhauls several aspects of Texas education law regarding special education funding, service delivery, and performance
monitoring. It amends various sections of the Education Code to enhance statewide compliance with the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and state regulations.

Bill History: 04-08-25 S Placed on the Senate Calendar for
04-07-25 S Committee substitute adopted
04-07-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 30/N: 0)

SB 569  Bettencourt, Paul(R) Relating to the provision of virtual education in public schools and to certain waivers and modifications by
the commissioner of education to the method of calculating daily average attendance.

AI Summary: This legislation focuses on the modernization of educational services in Texas through the establishment of structured, high-quality
virtual and hybrid education programs. A new chapter, Chapter 30B, outlines definitions such as full-time hybrid and virtual
campuses, and sets guidelines to ensure the delivery of curriculum using technology while upholding educational standards.

It replaces the obsolete Chapter 30A (state virtual school network), emphasizing the importance of local control and the relative
autonomy for schools to provide virtual courses. This shift aims to increase student engagement and access to digital learning
opportunities by requiring districts to inform families about the availability of alternative educational methods, thereby ensuring
equitable access.

Additionally, it bolsters provisions supporting students facing school transitions, primarily focusing on those experiencing
homelessness or in foster care, mandating expedited record transfers and course credit recognition.

The bill also formally empowers the commissioner of education to adopt necessary rules and grant waivers during emergencies
that lead to significant drops in student attendance, thus maintaining funding flows to affected districts. The overarching goal is to
establish a robust and flexible education system that can adapt to changing circumstances while ensuring quality and inclusivity
for all students.

Bill History: 03-13-25 S Committee substitute adopted
03-13-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 28/N: 2)
03-18-25 H Received in the House

SB 570  Bettencourt, Paul(R) Relating to an attendance policy adopted by public schools to prevent truancy.

AI Summary: The bill establishes a comprehensive attendance policy for public school districts and open-enrollment charter schools in Texas,
aimed at preventing truancy and promoting consistent school attendance among students. It requires the board of trustees and
governing bodies to create and implement this policy, which includes educating families about the significance of regular
attendance and the adverse effects of truancy on students' academic welfare.

Central to the policy is the inclusion of an expanded definition of "parent," encompassing individuals playing a parental role. The
legislation mandates the description of both the academic benefits of regular attendance and the potential negative consequences,
which could impact not only the student but their families through truancy court referrals.

Additionally, the policy must facilitate parent engagement by offering notifications of absences regardless of whether these are
excused or unexcused, fostering proactive communication. There are requirements for meetings with school officials when
students are identified as at risk of truancy, and provisions for home visits if parents do not attend these meetings. Lastly,
mechanisms are to be implemented to identify students requiring additional support and to direct them to relevant services. The
policy must be shared with parents each school year, ensuring awareness and adherence from the outset of the academic year.
The new regulations are set to take effect starting in the 2025-2026 school year.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported favorably from committee on Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Recommended for Local/Uncontested Calendar

SB 571  Bettencourt, Paul(R) Relating to the eligibility of certain contract employees to provide services to a public school and access to
the registry of persons who are not eligible for employment at public schools.

AI Summary: This bill modifies the Education Code with an emphasis on enhancing the eligibility criteria for contract employees servicing public
education entities in Texas.

Section 1(a) establishes that the provisions now apply to individuals not holding relevant teaching certificates who are engaged by
contractors or subcontractors of schools, explicitly stating that such individuals must be physically present at instructional facilities
to provide services. The language detailing prior conditions related to direct contact with students has been removed.

In Section 1(o), a significant amendment is introduced whereby restrictions are placed on individuals with felony or specific
misdemeanor convictions and those identified for misconduct, prohibiting them from service within schools.

Section 2(d) expands the access rights to the registry of ineligible individuals. Private schools, public schools, nonprofit
organizations involved in tutoring programs, and entities that contract with schools will all have equivalent access to this crucial
registry.

Additionally, Sections 3 and 4 of the bill remove outdated provisions and specify that the updated regulations apply only to
contracts established after the bill's effective date. The act is set to take immediate effect upon a two-thirds majority vote or will
commence on September 1, 2025, otherwise.

Bill History: 12-12-24 S Filed
02-03-25 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Education K-16
04-08-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16

SB 604  West, Royce(D) Relating to the posting of information regarding certain bonds guaranteed by the permanent school fund.

AI Summary: This bill establishes new requirements for the Texas Permanent School Fund Corporation regarding the transparency of bonds
guaranteed by the fund. By adding Section 45.0625 to Subchapter C of Chapter 45 of the Education Code, it stipulates that the
Corporation must post a quarterly list on its Internet website of all bonds that have been downgraded to a speculative bond rating.
This process is aimed at enhancing public awareness and accountability concerning the financial health of school districts and
charter districts that issue such bonds.

The list mandated by this bill must specify two key pieces of information: the name of the issuing school or charter district, and the
outstanding balance of each downgraded bond. The Corporation is given a deadline of December 1, 2025, to provide its initial list,
and the overall provisions of this Act will become effective on September 1, 2025. These changes demonstrate a proactive
approach to improving financial transparency and oversight for educational bonds backed by the Permanent School Fund.

Bill History: 12-13-24 S Filed
02-03-25 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Education K-16
04-08-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16

SB 605  West, Royce(D) Relating to the establishment of a new open-enrollment charter school campus by certain charter holders
and to the expansion of an open-enrollment charter school.

AI Summary: This bill seeks to facilitate the establishment of new open-enrollment charter school campuses and enhance the expansion of
existing charters. It amends Section 12.101 of the Education Code by removing the requirement that charter holders must seek
approval from the commissioner for opening new campuses if they meet certain conditions: specifically, they must have an
accreditation status of "accredited," demonstrate satisfactory performance ratings for at least three of the last five years, and
ensure no campuses are rated in the lowest performance bracket.

Moreover, two major compliance criteria are introduced: first, the charter holder and operating campuses must not currently be
subject to any action from the commissioner under Subchapter A, Chapter 39A. This applies both to establishing new campuses
and when requesting expansion amendments. If a charter holder does provide notice, the commissioner has 60 days to contest
compliance.

The bill establishes that these changes will only be applicable for new campuses or expansion requests submitted after the bill's
effective date of September 1, 2025, ensuring that existing applications or established campuses are governed by the prior law.

Bill History: 04-03-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
04-03-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16

SB 609  Paxton, Angela(R) Relating to requiring independent school districts, home-rule school districts, and open-enrollment charter
schools to comply with legally required policies.

AI Summary: This bill mandates that various educational institutionsnamely independent school districts, home-rule school districts, campus
charter schools, and open-enrollment charter schoolsare required to adopt and implement policies as mandated by law.
Specifically, it adds provisions stating that any legal requirement to adopt a policy imposes a binding duty to implement and act in
accordance with those policy requirements.

In Section 1, the new Section 11.012 clearly establishes that school districts and their governing bodies, including trustees and
personnel, must adhere to legal policy requirements. This foundational change ensures accountability within these institutions.

Subsequent sections outline similar mandates for home-rule school districts in Section 2, campus charter schools in Section 3,
and open-enrollment charter schools in Section 4. Each of these additions maintains the theme that legal policy compliance is
essential for effective governance and operation within Texas's educational framework.

The Act stipulates that it takes effect immediately if passed by a two-thirds majority; otherwise, it will be in force starting September
1, 2025. The overall aim is to enhance compliance and governance within the state's educational institutions.

Bill History: 04-03-25 S First placement on Senate Intent Calendar for
04-07-25 S Placed on the Senate Calendar for
04-08-25 S Placed on the Senate Calendar for

SB 611  Hinojosa, Chuy(D) Relating to a statewide standing order prescribing epinephrine auto-injectors to public and private schools.

AI Summary: This bill establishes a statewide standing order for epinephrine auto-injectors, enhancing emergency treatment options for schools
across Texas. It amends Section 38.211 of the Education Code by adding Subsection (b-1), definitively allowing the commissioner
of state health services or the chief medical executive (if the commissioner is not a physician) to prescribe these auto-injectors for
use in both public and private educational institutions. This authorization reflects a proactive approachto managing severe allergic
reactions within school settings, ensuring that students have timely access to necessary medical interventions.

Moreover, the bill stipulates that the standing order, whether under Subsection (b) or (b-1), does not have to be patient-specific.
This is significant because it removes the barrier of needing a physician-patient relationship, thus enabling schools to act swiftly in
administering epinephrine to students in need without delay. The legislative intent behind these provisions is to improve student
safety by ensuring that effective measures are in place for managing allergic emergencies in educational environments. The bill
will be effective immediately upon receiving a two-thirds vote in both legislative houses or will take effect on September 1, 2025, if
such consensus is not reached.

Bill History: 03-18-25 S Meeting set for 11:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16
03-18-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
03-18-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16

SB 667  Hughes, Bryan(R) Relating to prohibiting state retirement systems from investing in certain Chinese-affiliated entities.

AI Summary: This bill aims to prohibit state retirement systems in Texas from investing in entities affiliated with the People's Republic of China,
specifically targeting organizations that may pose a national security risk. It starts with definitions that clarify what constitutes a
"Chinese-affiliated entity," including any organization incorporated in China and companies required by Chinese law to cooperate
with state intelligence.

State retirement systems will be mandated to divest from entities identified asrestricted on a list prepared by the comptroller within
specific timeframes, ensuring a structured exit from these investments. The comptroller is tasked with maintaining this list and has
the authority to rely on federal determinations regarding the restricted status of these entities.

Furthermore, the bill establishes reporting requirements, directing retirement systems to report their divestment activities and any
prohibited investments annually. Strikingly, the bill includes protections against legal actions that could arise from compliance,
effectively insulating retirement systems from conflicts with statutory obligations and prohibiting private lawsuits related to the
enforcement of these divestment actions.

The legislation also incorporates indemnification clauses, assuring that individuals involved in actions taken under this law are held
harmless from liabilities associated with those actions. The enforcement of this act is designated to the attorney general, who can
initiate necessary legal actions.

This act is set to take effect on September 1, 2025, marking a significant shift in investment policy for state retirement systems in
Texas regarding international relations and national security concerns.

Bill History: 03-20-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate State Affairs
03-24-25 S Reported from committee as substituted Senate State Affairs
03-24-25 S Recommended for Local/Uncontested Calendar

SB 686  Paxton, Angela(R) Relating to the transfer of students between public schools.

AI Summary: This bill aims to streamline and clarify the process of student transfers between public schools in Texas. A significant change is the
liability imposed on individuals who falsify enrollment information, which will now be based on the budgeted maintenance and
operating expenses per student, rather than a maximum tuition fee previously outlined in Section 25.038, which has been
repealed.

Another critical aspect of the bill is the new ability for students under 21 to apply for transfer to any appropriate public school within
the state, rather than solely to adjoining districts. To manage over-subscriptions effectively, districts must implement a lottery
system to fill available positions based on clearly defined priorities, including residency and specific student statuses, while
maintaining a waitlist for additional applicants.

Mandatory annual reporting requirements will ensure transparency and demographic tracking of student transfers across districts.
New sections, 25.046 and 25.047, establish guidelines for determining campus capacity and outline the corresponding reporting
obligations.

The bill emphasizes equitable student access and accountability in school district policies as it sets out to modernize and facilitate
a more efficient student transfer process in Texas. The rules will take effect beginning with the 2025-2026 school year, allowing the
Texas Education Agency to collect necessary data and publish comprehensive studies on statewide transfer trends.

Bill History: 03-31-25 S 2 Floor amendment(s) adopted
03-31-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 30/N: 1)
04-01-25 H Received in the House

SB 744  Campbell, Donna(R) Relating to the enforcement of the prohibition on passing a school bus using images and video from a
school bus infraction detection system.

AI Summary: This bill addresses the enforcement of prohibitions against passing stopped school buses, focusing on the use of technology to
enhance safety. It adds a new definition for a "School bus infraction detection system." This definition clarifies that the system
consists of multiple cameras designed to document violations of the law requiring vehicles to stop for school buses.

Notably, the bill modifies existing law to allow local authorities the ability to circumvent general restrictions on photographingtraffic
violations when it comes to school bus infraction detection systems operated by school districts or open-enrollment charter
schools. This signifies a legislative intent to enhance the safety of school children by enabling school systems to employ these
technologies without the usual limitations placed on photographic traffic enforcement.

Lastly, it clarifies that local authorities may issue citations for offenses related to passing a school bus if they utilize evidence from
these specialized camera systems, while maintaining prohibitions on using standard photographic enforcement technologies for
regular traffic violations. This Act is set to take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 03-26-25 S Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E1.016, Senate Transportation
03-26-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Transportation
03-26-25 S Committee action pending Senate Transportation

SB 747  King, Phil(R) Relating to public school policies and programs regarding the production or distribution of certain intimate
visual material by public school students.

AI Summary: The bill aims to strengthen public school policies surrounding bullying and the implications of sharing intimate visual material
among students. It amends existing sections of the Texas Education Code to delineate more clearly the behaviors that warrant
disciplinary actions. Notably, students can face serious consequences, including removal from class and expulsion, for actions
related to the release of intimate visual content without consent, as well as content generated by artificial intelligence.

Additionally, the definition of cyberbullying is broadened to include the production and distribution of intimate images, enhancing
the framework for addressing and preventing such behaviors in schools. School districts must establish proactive measures,
including the formation of committees dedicated to bullying prevention and wellness initiatives, and implement educational
practices to foster healthy peer relationships.

Furthermore, the bill mandates that programs developed in compliance with these policies address not only the legal ramifications
of sharing intimate images but also the unique risks associated with the internet and technologies such as artificial intelligence.
Importantly, this bill will take effect in the 2025-2026 school year, with provisions for immediate enactment contingent upon
sufficient legislative support.

Bill History: 01-08-25 S Filed
02-07-25 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Education K-16
04-08-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16

SB 762  Campbell, Donna(R) Relating to the display of flags in public schools.

AI Summary: This bill amends Chapter 1 of the Education Code by adding Section 1.0031, which outlines the specific conditions under which
flags may be displayed in public schools. The definition of "display" is provided to encompass exhibitions that students can see.
The section explicitly states that public schools must not display any flags except for a limited number of approved flags, which
include the United States flag, state flag, flags related to archaeological preservation, and others representing Indian tribes,
military divisions, colleges, and certain organizations during authorized periods.

Moreover, the bill grants parents or guardians the right to sue schools that violate these display regulations. They must first notify
the school of the violation and allow a 10 business day period for the school to respond with corrective actions. If the school fails to
remedy the situation within this timeframe, the parent or guardian can then seek an injunction for compliance.

Lastly, the bill contains a severability clause to ensure that if any part of this legislation is deemed invalid, the remainder will still be
enforceable. The provisions of this bill will take effect on January 1, 2026.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16
04-03-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16

SB 810  Hughes, Bryan(R) Relating to protection for a public school employee's use of terms consistent with biological sex.

AI Summary: This bill establishes new protections for public school employees in Texas by adding Section 22.905 to Subchapter Z of Chapter
22 in the Education Code. The newly created section explicitly prohibits any disciplinary actions, retaliation, or discrimination by
school districts or open-enrollment charter schools against employees who refer to students or fellow staff members using
language that aligns with their biological sex. Such protections are aimed at preserving the rights of educators and promoting a
work environment where they can express themselves freely regarding biological considerations without fear of punishment.

The bill is designed to take effect immediately upon receiving a two-thirds majority vote from both houses of the Texas Legislature.
If such a vote is not achieved, the bill will go into effect on September 1, 2025. This legislative move underscores a strong stance
on issues related to biological sex terminology within educational contexts in Texas.

Bill History: 03-13-25 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate State Affairs
03-17-25 S Reported favorably from committee on Senate State Affairs
03-25-25 S First placement on Senate Intent Calendar for

SB 813  Hughes, Bryan(R) Relating to the creation of grievance boards with concurrent jurisdiction over certain appeals involving the
administration of public education.

AI Summary: This bill establishes Subchapter F within Chapter 8 of the Education Code, creating grievance boards to enhance the dispute
resolution process in public education. Each regional education service center's executive director is mandated to set up a
grievance board with exclusive jurisdiction over issues arising within their geographic boundaries.

The grievance board's composition ensures representation from various stakeholders, including school administrators, classroom
teachers, and parents, fostering a comprehensive approach to educational grievances. The primary responsibilities laid out for
these boards grant them the authority to hear appeals related to actions of school district boards, state educational laws, or
employment contract violations that may cause financial harm.

Importantly, the legislation underscores the expedited process for hearings and decisions, with specific timelines established to
ensure timely resolutions for grievances. Moreover, provisions for removal of members based on malfeasance, absence, or lack of
qualifications maintain the integrity of these boards.

In terms of accountability, the legislation specifies that decisions from grievance boards can be appealed to the district court, which
maintains oversight of the boards rulings. The bill is set to be implemented by January 1, 2026, and only applies to cases initiated
post-enactment, ensuring that ongoing issues will still follow previous laws until resolved. The act is effective as of September 1,
2025.

Bill History: 02-27-25 S Meeting set for 10:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16
02-27-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
02-27-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16

SB 826  Parker, Tan(R) Relating to the operation of a motor vehicle in a school crossing zone while intoxicated.

AI Summary: This legislation targets the operation of motor vehicles in school crossing zones while intoxicated, introducing stricter penalties for
such offenses. The revised Section 49.04 of the Penal Code elevates the legal consequences for drivers who commit this offense
during designated school crossing hours.

Previously, any intoxicated driving offense in this context was categorized as a Class B misdemeanor, which included a minimum
confinement of 72 hours. The new provision, Subsection (e), dictates that if the intoxicated driving occurred specifically in a school
crossing zone while the reduced speed limit was in effect, the charge escalates to a state jail felony, significantly increasing
potential penalties and emphasizing the importance of safety around schools.

The bill also confirms that these changes apply to offenses committed on or after its effective date, establishing continuity for
actions taken prior to that time. The effective date for this Act is set for September 1, 2025, allowing time for public awareness and
law enforcement adaptation. The overall objective of the bill is to enhance pedestrian safety, particularly for schoolchildren, by
imposing heavier punishments on individuals who disregard traffic laws while intoxicated in sensitive areas.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate Criminal Justice
04-03-25 S Reported favorably from committee on Senate Criminal Justice
04-03-25 S Recommended for Local/Uncontested Calendar

SB 843  Kolkhorst, Lois(R) Relating to a Texas Education Agency database of school district bonds, taxes, and bond-related projects.

AI Summary: This bill introduces Section 45.114 to Subchapter E, Chapter 45 of the Education Code, focusing on a database managed by the
Texas Education Agency (TEA). The database aims to provide transparent access to information regarding school district bonds,
taxes, and related projects.

Defined terms include "bond," "database," and "maintenance tax." The TEA is tasked with developing and maintaining the
database, which must include extensive details on each bond issued or proposed by school districts, such as the ballot proposition
language, projected interest and sinking fund tax rates, election results, funding projects lists, and an accounting of how bond
proceeds are spent. Additionally, it will cover maintenance taxes, including proposed or approved tax rates and the associated
ballot proposition language.

It is also required to track election results related to tax proposals and provide functionalities for generating detailed reports by
geographic area. School districts must supply all requested information for effective database maintenance. The bill allows the
TEA to contract third parties for development or maintenance and empowers the commissioner to set rules for implementation.
This legislation is set to take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 01-17-25 S Filed
02-13-25 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Education K-16
04-08-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16

SB 870  Birdwell, Brian(R) Relating to the open carrying of a handgun by a uniformed school marshal.

AI Summary: This bill specifies regulations surrounding the open and concealed carrying of handguns by uniformed school marshals in Texas
schools. It amends Sections of the Education Code to allow appointed school marshals the authority to carry a handgun openly
while in uniform, alongside the existing option to carry concealed. This significant inclusion enhances the capabilities of school
marshals in ensuring school safety.

The bill mandates that any written regulations established by the board of trustees or governing body must specify that school
marshals can carry a concealed handgun or openly carry while in a uniform. Furthermore, these regulations must outline that
handguns may only be kept in secured locations and be loaded with frangible duty ammunition, reaffirming long-standing safety
protocols for ammunition used by school marshals.

This legislation is applicable to all types of educational institutions, including public school districts, charter schools, and private
schools, as well as public junior colleges. The provisions are set to take effect with the 2025-2026 school year, with an immediate
effect clause subject to legislative approval.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
04-01-25 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported favorably from committee on Senate Education K-16

SB 875  Birdwell, Brian(R) Relating to prohibiting election activities committed by a member of the board of trustees or
superintendent of an independent school district or on certain school district premises.

AI Summary: The bill enacts new regulations restricting election-related activities within independent school districts in Texas. It modifies
existing Education Code provisions by codifying that board members and superintendents cannot utilize school district
resourceslike emails, phones, mailing lists, or premisesto campaign for or against political candidates or issues. Violating this
restriction constitutes a Class A misdemeanor.

Additionally, the bill imposes similar restrictions on campus administrators, forbidding them from allowing political signage unless it
occurs within specified periods during early voting or on election days. This infraction is designated as a Class B misdemeanor.

Further, the legislation clarifies that the prohibitions in the updated law apply specifically to offenses occurring after the bill's
effective date of September 1, 2025. Any offenses that took place before this date will be adjudicated under the previous law,
maintaining legal continuity for earlier infractions. These changes highlight a legislative effort to prevent the misuse of educational
resources in political campaigning.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in the Senate at 3:43pm
04-01-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 21/N: 10)
04-02-25 H Received in the House

SB 920  Sparks, Kevin (F)(R) Relating to the administration of medication by open-enrollment charter schools, private schools, and
school employees.

AI Summary: This bill outlines provisions related to the administration of medication by employees of open-enrollment charter schools and
private schools in Texas. It amends Section 22.052 of the Education Code to extend civil liability immunity and protection from
administrative disciplinary action for both school employees and governing boards when medications are administered under
stipulated conditions.

The administration must adhere to the guidelines of receiving a written request for medicationfrom a parent or guardian and
ensuring proper labeling during the administration process. The bill also establishes a new section, 22.0521, that explicitly applies
these provisions to internet charter and private schools, reflecting the inclusivity of all educational institutions.

Additionally, it allows licensed healthcare professionals who are volunteers at these schools to administer both nonprescription
and prescribed medications while maintaining insurance coverage from the school. Importantly, the legislation excludes
protections for instances of gross negligence, thus ensuring that serious misconduct does not escape liability. The provisions are
set to take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 04-02-25 S Committee substitute adopted
04-02-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 31/N: 0)
04-03-25 H Received in the House

SB 965  Parker, Tan(R) Relating to the right of a public school employee to engage in religious speech or prayer while on duty.

AI Summary: This bill enacts Section 22.012 under Subchapter A of Chapter 22 of the Texas Education Code, explicitly affirming the right of
employees in public schools and open-enrollment charter schools to participate in religious speech or prayer during their duty
hours. The introduction of this section aims to protect the religious expression of school employees from being limited or
suppressed by school districts or other governmental entities. However, any infringement on this right must meet two stringent
criteria: it must serve a compelling state interest, and it must be narrowly tailored using the least restrictive means possible to
achieve that interest.

The bill also sets forth the timeline for its implementation: it will come into effect immediately upon a two-thirds majority vote from
both houses of the Texas Legislature. If not approved for immediate effect, the bill will take effect on September 1, 2025. Overall,
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both houses of the Texas Legislature. If not approved for immediate effect, the bill will take effect on September 1, 2025. Overall,
this legislation enhances protections for school employees' religious liberties while also delineating specific conditions under which
those rights could be rightfully limited.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in the Senate at 3:46pm
04-01-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 20/N: 11)
04-02-25 H Received in the House

SB 991  Bettencourt, Paul(R) Relating to the inclusion of chronically absent students and truant students as students at risk of dropping
out of school and the collection and reporting of data regarding those students.

AI Summary: This bill aims to improve educational outcomes by identifying and addressing the needs of students who are at risk of dropping
out. It modifies Section 29.081(d) of the Education Code to include chronically absent (defined as absent for more than 10% of
required instructional time) and truant students (those who miss 10 or more school days without excuse within a six-month period).

Furthermore, Section 48.009 is amended to formalize the definitions of these student categories. Thelaw now requires school
districts and charter schools to report detailed data regarding truancy and chronic absenteeism to the Public Education Information
Management System, which includes the number of chronically absent students both in total and disaggregated by their
participation in instructional services. Additionally, the Texas Education Agency is tasked with aggregating this data at both
campus and district levels annually, making it publicly available to enhance transparency and accountability inattendance policies.

The provisions of this act are intended to take effect on September 1, 2025, signaling a focused effort to reduce dropout rates by
targeting specific behaviors indicative of students in jeopardy of disengagement from education.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported favorably from committee on Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Recommended for Local/Uncontested Calendar

SB 1174  Alvarado, Carol(D) Relating to the administration of nonprescription medications to certain public and private school students.

AI Summary: This bill amends the Texas Education Code regarding the administration of nonprescription medications in schools. The primary
focus is on the responsibilities and protections of school personnel in administering medications to students.

Under the updated Section 22.052, the bill emphasizes the immunity from civil liability for school districts, open-enrollment charter
schools, private schools, and their governing bodies when they administer medications under established policies. This
encompasses both prescription and nonprescription medications.

Key provisions allow for school employees, particularly nurses, to administer nonprescription medications without requiring
additional authorization from a student's healthcare provider, under specific conditions such as receiving a written request from a
parent or guardian and ensuring that the medication is unexpired and properly labeled.

The bill also revises the definition of professional nursing to explicitly include the administration of nonprescription medications
within school settings.

The changes outlined in this legislation are set to take effect at the beginning of the 2025-2026 school year or immediately if a two-
thirds vote is achieved.

Bill History: 03-18-25 S Meeting set for 11:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16
03-18-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
03-18-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16

SB 1177  Alvarado, Carol(D) Relating to fire safety inspections at public and private schools.

AI Summary: This bill focuses on enhancing fire safety practices at public and private schools across Texas. Under Section 419.029, it allows
the commission to create minimum curriculum requirements for training fire protection personnel. A notable addition to the
curriculum is the requirement for training on how to conduct fire safety inspections at schools, ensuring a standard approach to
these crucial evaluations.

In Section 419.909, the requirements for conducting fire safety inspections have been extended. Now, inspectors must evaluate
each automated external defibrillator (AED) on the premises to ensure its operational status, verifying that it is equipped with non-
expired pads and batteries and that its indicator light shows readiness for use. Additionally, inspectors will also check the
expiration status of any vaccines and over-the-counter medications present on campus.

Furthermore, the bill mandates those conducting inspections to draft a detailed written report that includes their findings
concerning the AEDs and medications, as well as documentation on how and when school administrators were notified of these
inspection results. This added layer of accountability aims to improve emergency readiness and health safety within educational
environments. The provisions in this bill will take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 04-07-25 S Meeting set for 10:30 A.M., E1.028, Senate Local Government
04-07-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Local Government
04-07-25 S Committee action pending Senate Local Government

SB 1191  Creighton, Brandon(R) Relating to the development of a standard method of computing a student's high school grade point
average.

AI Summary: This bill is focused on the establishment of a standardized approach to determining high school GPA within Texas. Under the
revised Section 28.0252(a) of the Education Code, the commissioner of education is now required (as opposed to having the
option) to create a standard method for GPA computation that allows for extra weight to be assigned to certain advanced
coursework. The specification for equal weight among advanced placement, international baccalaureate, and dual credit coursesis
a significant addition, promoting fairness in the application of the GPA calculation across different types of advanced courses.

Furthermore, Section 28.0252(b) mandates that all school districts are obligated to utilize this standard method once it has been
developed by the commissioner. This ensures uniformity and consistency in GPA calculations across all districts. Following the
enactment of this bill, the commissioner is instructed to develop this method as soon as possible, with an immediate effect clause
subject to legislative approval, or it will take effect on September 1, 2025. This legislative change is intended to enhance the
integrity and comparability of high school GPAs in Texas.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Recommended for Local/Uncontested Calendar

SB 1207  King, Phil(R) Relating to instruction on adoption in the parenting and paternity awareness program in public schools.

AI Summary: This bill amends Sections 28.002(p) and (p-2) of the Education Code to enhance the parenting and paternity awareness program
taught in public schools. It charges the State Board of Education and the office of the attorney general with the task of developing
this program for high school health curriculums and allows its use in middle or junior high curricula.

In a significant change, the program is now required to include information on adoption, which covers the differences between
private adoption and foster care, the adoption process, and the concept of adoption as an alternative to parenthood. Some
previously listed curriculum topics, such as the prevention of family violence, have been restructured but largely maintained.

Subsection (p-2) has been updated to allow school districts to create or adopt tailored, research-based curriculum materials that
also encompass the new adoption information introduced.

Finally, this act sets implementation to begin with the 2025-2026 school year and provides for immediate effect contingent on
legislative approval, otherwise taking effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in the Senate at 12:15pm
04-01-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 31/N: 0)
04-02-25 H Received in the House

SB 1224  Sparks, Kevin (F)(R) Relating to the reporting of certain public school employee misconduct to local law enforcement.

AI Summary: This bill amends the Education Code, specifically sections concerning the reporting of educator misconduct to law enforcement
authorities. It introduces a significant requirement under the new Subsection (b-3) for superintendents and directors of various
educational entities to notify the police department or county sheriff within 48 hours of learning about allegations of serious
misconduct involving educators.

Further, the bill imposes strict penalties for educators who fail to comply with these notification requirements. Such violations may
lead to fines ranging from $500 to $10,000, and the State Board for Educator Certification is empowered to revoke or delay the
renewal of an educator's certification until all penalties are settled.

Moreover, it establishes that intentional noncompliance with the notification requirements constitutes a criminal offense, classified
as a state jail felony. The bill also mandates that the commissioner refer cases of non-reporting to the State Board for professional
discipline.

This legislation is set to take effect on September 1, 2025, aiming to enhance accountability and transparency in handling
educator misconduct within Texas public school system.

Bill History: 02-11-25 S Filed
02-28-25 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Education K-16
04-08-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16

SB 1262  Nichols, Robert(R) Relating to measures for ensuring public school safety, including the commissioning of peace officers by the
Texas Education Agency, public school safety and security requirements.

AI Summary: This legislation focuses on enhancing public school safety through the Texas Education Agency's ability to commission peace
officers, thereby providing school districts with law enforcement resources directly related to maintaining safety within educational
environments.

Under Article 2A.001 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, it specifies various entities entitled to act as peace officers, now explicitly
including officers commissioned by the Texas Education Agency under Section 37.1031. This extension empowers certified
employees to enforce school safety laws, expanding law enforcement presence and authority in schools.

Furthermore, Section 37.0814 mandates that any good cause exception claimed by school boards for compliance with safety
standards will expire after five years, requiring a reevaluation and potential renewal of exceptions. The bill also adds specific
provisions to school emergency operations plans, emphasizing psychological safety and measures during extracurricular activities.
gh approach to safety and security in Texas schools.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16
04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
04-01-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16

SB 1316  Cook, Molly (F)(D) Relating to a prohibition on e-cigarette advertising in certain locations.

AI Summary: This bill introduces stringent regulations regarding the advertising of e-cigarettes in Texas by placing them under the same
restrictions that apply to traditional cigarettes and tobacco products. The heading of Subchapter K in Chapter 161 of the Health
and Safety Code now clarifies the prohibition on cigarette, e-cigarette, and tobacco product advertising.

The bill defines an "e-cigarette" consistent with Section 161.081 and extends the existing law to prohibit advertisements for e-
cigarettes located within 1,000 feet of churches and schools. The method for assessing distance from these institutions is clearly
outlined, determining distance from the nearest property line to the closest point on the street or highway.

Additionally, the bill includes a grandfather clause, ensuring that any sign advertising cigarettes, e-cigarettes, or tobacco products
that was established before September 1, 1997, and complies with specified distance requirements is exempt from the new
restrictions. This bill is set to take effect on September 1, 2025, aiming to reduce the exposure of youth and communities to e-
cigarette advertising near sensitive locations.

Bill History: 04-03-25 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate State Affairs
04-07-25 S Reported favorably from committee on Senate State Affairs
04-07-25 S Recommended for Local/Uncontested Calendar

SB 1325  Johnson, Nathan(D) Relating to the provision of medication for respiratory distress in public and private schools.

AI Summary: This bill relates to the provision of medication for respiratory distress within public and private educational institutions in Texas. The
amendments to Section 38.211 establish that the commissioner of state health services, or an appointed chief medical executive,
is empowered to issue a statewide standing order for medications addressing respiratory distress for use in school districts and
open-enrollment charter schools. Notably, this order does not require it to be specific to individual patients, which means that
medications such as epinephrine auto-injectors can be administered in emergencies without the need for an established
physician-patient relationship.

Furthermore, the addition of Section 38.2115 allows school boards to contract with vendors to supply both necessary respiratory
distress medications and the required equipment and also mandates training for school personnel and volunteers who will be
administering these medications. This training ensures that authorized individuals are adequately prepared to respond in crisis
situations, reinforcing the safety and health standards within the educational environment. The act is set to take effect immediately
upon receiving the necessary legislative approval or on September 1, 2025, if such approval is not obtained.

Bill History: 03-18-25 S Meeting set for 11:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16
03-18-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
03-18-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16

SB 1396  Hall, Bob(R) Relating to prohibiting the adoption or use of national sexuality education standards in public schools.

AI Summary: This bill seeks to prohibit the adoption and implementation of national sexuality education standards and common core state
standards in Texas public schools. It does this by creating definitions for both terms for clarity in the law and asserting that the
State Board of Education is restricted from adopting either set of standards to fulfill any obligations outlined in the Education Code.

Furthermore, the legislation emphasizes the autonomy of school districts and open-enrollment charter schools, indicating that they
are not mandated to implement any components of the aforementioned standards. In section 28.004(e), the bill introduces
additional clarity to the required course materials and teaching methods related to human sexuality, mandating that these must
focus on abstinence and cannot be based on any national sexuality education standards.

The provisions of this act will be enforced starting with the 2025-2026 school year, ensuring that Texas schools adhere to these
new guidelines while prioritizing abstinence and avoiding influence from national education frameworks. The act can take effect
immediately if passed with a two-thirds vote in both legislative houses; otherwise, it will commence on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 04-07-25 S Placed on the Senate Calendar for
04-08-25 S Placed on the Senate Calendar for
04-07-25 S Laid out for consideration in the Senate at 3:40pm

SB 1447  Menendez, Jose(D) Relating to standards adopted by the Texas Education Agency regarding the use of electronic devices and
software applications by public schools.

AI Summary: This bill mandates the Texas Education Agency to adopt new standards regulating the use of electronic devices and applications
by public school districts and open-enrollment charter schools. Key additions to the Education Code enhance parental control and
student protection with the explicit requirement for direct and informed parental consent for non-administrative software
applications, thereby minimizing data collection on students. Specifically, it ensures that no mental health evaluations or unrelated
assessments can occur without consent from parents.

The bill stresses the importance of cybersecurity education for parents and outlines specific safety measures, including designated
times when student devices must be turned off to safeguard well-being. Furthermore, it addresses the accessibility for students
with disabilities, allowing them to use necessary electronic aids that may not align with standard prohibitions.

Additionally, the bill lays out a clear duty for school officials to monitorand act upon student access to inappropriate online content,
reinforcing a zero-tolerance policy toward harmful digital interactions. By enhancing the regulatory framework for educational
technology, this legislation aims to strike a balance between utilizing modern learning tools and ensuring the safety and privacy of
students. It is set to take effect in the 2025-2026 school year, allowing districts to prepare for its provisions.

Bill History: 03-24-25 S Laid out for consideration in the Senate at 3:02pm
03-24-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 30/N: 0)
03-25-25 H Received in the House

SB 1459  Campbell, Donna(R) Relating to public school policies regarding student possession of personal communication devices and
Internet safety.

AI Summary: This bill introduces significant reforms to the existing regulations surrounding student possession of personal communication
devices in Texas schools, aiming to enhance internet safety and student engagement. Section 37.082 of the Education Code is
revised to replace the outdated terminology of "paging devices" with "personal communication devices," which encompasses a
wider range of electronic devices, including smartphones and tablets.

Under the new regulations, school boards are now required to establish written policies that specifically permit the possession of
personal communication devices necessary for students with individualized education needs or for complying with legal
requirements. Policies may also allow such devices for educational purposes during class and at non-instructional times like lunch.

Importantly, the bill mandates that the policy adoption process includes public meetings, ensuring transparency and community
input prior to implementation. Schools must make these policies accessible via their websites and inform parents or guardians.
Furthermore, new monitoring requirements will help schools assess the effectiveness and safety implications of these policies,
setting clear metrics for evaluation.

The changes outlined will go into effect in the 2025-2026 school year, pending legislative approval for immediate effect. The bill
signifies a notable shift towards modernizing school policies to adapt to the evolving role of technology in education.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16
04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
04-01-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16

SB 1490  Bettencourt, Paul(R) Relating to adult high school charter program funding.

AI Summary: This bill amends Section 12.263(b) of the Education Code to modify how average daily attendance is calculated for adult
education programs that operate under a charter in Texas. The previous thresholds were adjusted to provide more inclusive
attendance counting options. The new criteria allow students with varying levels of enrollment to receive more favorable
attendance recognition. Specifically, the bill increases the attendance days counted from half to three-quarters for students
enrolled between 50% to 75% of the school year, and from a quarter to half for those enrolled between 25% to 50%. Additionally, it
changes the criteria for recognizing students enrolled between 10% to 25%, increasing their attendance from one-tenth to a
quarter of instructional days. This change aims to better accommodate the needs of adult learners and provide them with
improved attendance reporting. The bill is set to take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16
04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
04-01-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16

SB 1502  Bettencourt, Paul(R) Relating to the authority of the governing body of a school district to adopt an advalorem tax rate that
exceeds the district's voter-approval tax rate.

AI Summary: This bill establishes a significant restriction on the ability of school districts in Texas to impose ad valorem tax rates that exceed the
established voter-approval tax rate. Under the newly added Subsection (e-1) of Section 26.042 of the Tax Code, a governing body
of a school district is barred from setting a higher tax rate in any tax year where three specific conditions are met: if they have set a
rate beyond the voter-approval limit in the past, if a subsequent election was held to approve that rate, and if that proposition was
ultimately rejected by the voters.

This means that once a school district attempts to impose a tax rate beyond voter approval and faces unsuccessful attempts to
validate it through elections, they are precluded from repeating the attempt in the same tax year. Notably, the changes will come
into effect starting with tax years on or after January 1, 2026, ensuring that districts will need to be more cautious and engage
effectively with their constituents about tax rateincreases.

Bill History: 03-17-25 S Committee action pending Senate Local Government
03-20-25 S Voted favorably from committee on Senate Local Government
03-24-25 S Reported favorably from committee on Senate Local Government

SB 1551  Cook, Molly (F)(D) Relating to the availability of automated external defibrillators at public schools.

AI Summary: The bill aims to enhance the availability of automated external defibrillators (AEDs) at public school campuses across Texas,
recognizing the essential role these devices play in emergencies, particularly during athletic activities.

Section 38.017(a) of the Education Code is amended to require each school district to ensure that at least one AED is readily
accessible at each campus during any University Interscholastic League (UIL) athletic competition. When determining the
placement of the AED, principals must consider the primary locations where students engage in athletic activities and ensure that
these devices are in clearly marked and accessible areas.

Significantly, AEDs cannot be stored in locked cases when school employees or students are on campus, enhancing their
immediate availability in emergency situations. Additionally, the bill establishes a deadline: by the first instructional day of the
2026-2027 school year, each public school must meet these requirements.

This act will take effect immediately upon receiving a two-thirds vote from both houses of the legislature; otherwise, it will be
effective starting September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 03-18-25 S Meeting set for 11:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16
03-18-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
03-18-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16

SB 1565  Creighton, Brandon(R) Relating to a school district's grievance procedure and to certain public school requirements and
prohibitions regarding instructions and diversity, equity, and inclusion duties and the loss of funding.

AI Summary: This bill enacts significant changes to the Texas Education Code, particularly concerning public school governance, grievance
procedures, and obligations related to diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI). It establishes explicit definitions around DEI duties,
prohibiting schools from using race, sex, or ethnicity in hiring or instructive practices except as allowed by existing discrimination
laws. This means, for instance, schools must refrain from promoting differential treatment based on these parameters and must
enforce relevant disciplinary actions for violations.

The grievance mechanisms underwent a major revision, augmenting the prior "complaints" process to a defined "grievance"
process. This new framework enables parents to register grievances concerning DEI policy violations, enhancing transparency
and accountability through strict timelines and documentation requirements from district officials related to grievance responses.

Additionally, the bill introduces a formal hearing process overseen by a designated hearing examiner, which provides parents with
a channel to challenge district resolutions if unsatisfied.

Importantly, an annual certification requirement stresses school compliance to the newly established and existing DEI policies,
pushing for proactive measures and community education about adherence.

Overall, these provisions signify a shift towards more stringent oversight of school districts approaches to DEI, reinforcing policy
adherence while also enabling parents to engagein accountability measures regarding educational practices that pertain to
diversity and inclusion starting in the 2025-2026 academic year.

Bill History: 02-27-25 S Meeting set for 10:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16
02-27-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
02-27-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16

SB 1619  Zaffirini, Judith(D) Relating to the use of an epinephrine delivery device by certain entities.

AI Summary: This bill expands and clarifies regulations surrounding the maintenance and administration of epinephrine delivery devices in
Texas, ensuring that educational institutions and various entities are prepared to handle cases of anaphylaxis effectively. It
amends multiple sections of the Education Code, Health and Safety Code, and others, replacing the term auto-injectors with the
broader term epinephrine delivery devices.

The bill specifies definitions, establishing epinephrine delivery device to include both auto-injectors and nasal sprays. It requires
that all school districts and other educational entities develop and implement policies for the maintenance, administration, and
disposal of these devices.

Training for school and institutional personnel is mandated, ensuring individuals are equipped to recognize anaphylaxis symptoms
and administer epinephrine correctly. It includes a requirement for entities to report the administration of devices to the appropriate
authorities within a specified timeframe.

By granting immunity to personnel authorized to administer these devices, the bill aims to encourage preparedness and response
to anaphylactic emergencies without fear of legal repercussions. Overall, the revisions aim to enhance public health safety in
Texas across numerous settings where individuals may encounter such medical emergencies.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in the Senate at 3:26pm
04-01-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 31/N: 0)
04-02-25 H Received in the House

SB 1636  Hinojosa, Adam (F)(R) Relating to prohibiting a school district from using interest and sinking tax revenue to pay for deferred
maintenance.

AI Summary: This legislation amends the Education Code by adding Section 45.116, which explicitly states that school districts are prohibited
from utilizing revenue derived from their interest and sinking tax for the purpose of addressing deferred maintenance. This
essential change aims to promote more responsible fiscal management within school districts by ensuring that funds designated
for interest and sinking taxes are not diverted to maintenance issues that may have been postponed. The act is set to take effect
on September 1, 2025, providing a timeline for districts to adjust their financial practices in accordance with the new laws.

Bill History: 02-25-25 S Filed
03-11-25 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Education K-16
04-08-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16

SB 1750  Paxton, Angela(R) Relating to instructional facilities funding for certain open-enrollment charter schools.

AI Summary: This bill amends Section 12.106 of the Texas Education Code to enhance the funding structure for open-enrollment charter
schools. It replaces the term "funding" with "an annual allotment," establishing a clearer entitlement for charter holders based on
average daily attendance. The bill specifies that funding determination will rely on either the state average interest and sinking
fund tax rate or a maximum allotment derived from applicable statutes.

Crucially, the bill introduces Subsection (e-2), which requires the governing body of a charter school to certify annually that no
personal financial benefit arises from real estate transactions involving the school. This aims to improve accountability and
transparency.

In addition to leasing and maintaining instructional facilities, the updated provisions allow funds to be allocated towards purchasing
school buses, acquiring and updating instructional technology, enhancing school safety and security, and financing performing arts
or athletic facilitiesexcept for stadiums with a seating capacity exceeding 1,000 spectators.

The act is set to take effect on September 1, 2025, marking a significant shift in financial management and oversight for charter
schools in Texas.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16
04-03-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16

SB 1832  Parker, Tan(R) Relating to providing for an election by the parent of a student who was victimized by a public school
employee to transfer the student to another public school campus or receive funding for the student to
attend private school.

AI Summary: This bill amends the Education Code by adding Subchapter K, which is specifically designed to provide protections and options for
students victimized by public school employees. It explicitly allows parents of eligible studentsthose subjected to criminal acts or
serious misconduct by school employeesto either transfer their child to another campus within the same district or to a neighboring
district, or to receive funding to enable their child to attend a private institution, including homeschooling.

Detailed eligibility criteria define who qualifies for these options, citing instances of employee convictions, reported misconduct, or
child grooming. The provisions also outline the transfer process, emphasizing parental consent regarding the chosen new
educational setting, and clarify that the district is not required to provide transportation for students opting to transfer.

The funding for private school attendance is capped at an amount equivalent to what the students home district would receive,
ensuring that resources are available for educational expenses while preventing federal or state fund misallocation. Furthermore,
private schools chosen must comply only with existing regulations as of early 2025, giving parents more autonomy in educational
choices. Lastly, the bill takes effect for the 2025-2026 school year and requires a supermajority for immediate enactment.

Bill History: 03-03-25 S Filed
03-13-25 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Education K-16
04-08-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16

SB 1871  Perry, Charles(R) Relating to discipline management, including the offense of exhibiting, using, or threatening to exhibit or
use a firearm or weapon in or on school property or on a school bus, and access to telehealth mental
health.

AI Summary: This bill addresses various aspects of discipline management within Texas schools, particularly concerning the conduct of students
in relation to weapons and access to mental health services. It establishes that a single campus behavior coordinator must be
assigned to oversee student behavior and compliance with a clearer framework for removing students from classrooms for
disruptive behaviors. Notably, teachers can now remove students based on a single incident of misbehavior and must inform
parents immediately.

The bill enhances consequences for students engaging in serious threatening behaviors, including those who exhibit, use, or
threaten to use firearms or weapons on school property. Students committing specific offenses are subject to mandatory
expulsion, while further provisions govern student interactions with school authorities during disciplinary procedures, notably
preventing a teacher's class re-entry without their written consent unless a pre-determined plan is set.

Additionally, the bill mandates that school districts provide telehealth mental health services, ensuring students under 18 have
parental consent before receiving such services. It also prohibits the state from penalizing districts based on disciplinary measures
taken against students, underscoring a commitment to both safety and procedural integrity in managing school discipline.

The bill will be enacted gradually, applying various sections starting with the 2025-2026 school year, while specific sections
concerning weapon usage offenses will only apply to incidents occurring after September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 03-25-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16
04-03-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16

SB 1872  Perry, Charles(R) Relating to the expulsion of a public school student for engaging in conduct that constitutes certain
offenses.

AI Summary: The proposed legislation addresses the expulsion of public school students for specific unlawful acts. It revises Sections 37.007(a)
and (b) of the Education Code, broadening criteria for mandatory expulsions beyond just actions on school property to include
those occurring off-site. Specifically, Section 37.007(a) now stipulates that students must be expelled for engaging in serious
violent conduct, including offenses such as aggravated assault and other grave criminal conduct, including an important addition
covering assaults on school district employees.

The amended Section 37.006 continues to detail conduct requiring a student's removal from class but explicitly outlines the
consequences of engaging in controlled substances and the criteria for disciplinary actions regarding deadly conduct, further
tightening regulations against risky behavior in relation to students.

Additionally, the legislation removes several subsections that previously defined expulsion criteria, streamlining the process and
ensuring clarity in enforcement. It also mandates the formation of memorandums of understanding between school districts and
juvenile boards to create effective support systems for expelled students and to address the transition back to education.

This law is set to apply starting in the 2025-2026 school year, indicative of a growing trend towards stricter disciplinary frameworks
in schools, ensuring that students who engage in severe misconduct are appropriately managed and educated in alternative
settings.

Bill History: 04-03-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Recommended for Local/Uncontested Calendar

SB 1873  Perry, Charles(R) Relating to students enrolled in public schools subject to in-school or out-of-school suspension.

AI Summary: This bill revises the regulations concerning student suspensions within Texas public schools under Sections 37.005(a) and (b) of
the Education Code. It empowers principals or designated administrators to impose in-school or out-of-school suspensions for
conduct deemed unacceptable as per the student code of conduct. The bill specifically stipulates that an out-of-school suspension
cannot last longer than three school days, enhancing clarity on the maximum duration of such suspensions. In contrast, it
establishes that an in-school suspension will have no limit on duration, allowing for greater flexibility in managing student behavior.

The enactment of these provisions is set to begin in the 2025-2026 school year, ensuring schools have time to adjust to the
changes. The bill also provides for immediate effect if it garners a two-thirds vote from both legislative chambers; otherwise, it will
become effective on September 1, 2025. Overall, this bill seeks to refine suspension procedures and enhance the clarity of the
current educational disciplinary framework in Texas.

Bill History: 04-03-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Recommended for Local/Uncontested Calendar

SB 1874  Perry, Charles(R) Relating to immunity from certain disciplinary proceedings against a professional employee of a school
district for certain actions concerning public school discipline and law and order.

AI Summary: The bill seeks to enhance legal protections for professional employees working within Texas school districts by formally introducing
immunity from certain disciplinary proceedings tied to school discipline and law enforcement actions. Section 22.05121 defines
disciplinary proceedings to include actions initiated by either the school district to terminate or suspend an employee, or by the
State Board for Educator Certification.

Critically, the bill states that professional employees will not be subject to disciplinary actions for reporting violations of Chapter 37,
which relates to disciplinary procedures in schools, or for actions taken in accordance with this chapter. This provision not only
offers reassurance to employees to act in the interest of law and order but also strengthens overall school safety by encouraging
reporting of violations without fear of repercussions. Furthermore, the immunity provided under this section is explicitly stated to be
in addition to any other immunities availableunder current law.

The Act's applicability extends to disciplinary proceedings concerning conduct occurring before, on, or after its effective
datemaking it relevant for past, present, and future actionsthough it does not retroactively affect proceedings already resolved.
The bill can take immediate effect contingent on passing a two-thirds majority vote, or otherwise, it will become effective on
September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 04-03-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Recommended for Local/Uncontested Calendar

SB 1924  Creighton, Brandon(R) Relating to the enforcement of certain criminal offenses on school property.

AI Summary: This bill introduces significant amendments to the enforcement of certain criminal offenses on school property, particularly
concerning how school districts interact with student misconduct. The removal of the previous prohibition on issuing citations
enables law enforcement officers and school resource officers to take immediate action against students alleged to have
committed offenses.

Additionally, the bill outlines that school districts can now develop a system of graduated sanctions, such asissuing warning letters
and behavior contracts, which can help address student misconduct before escalating to criminal complaints. However, this
graduated sanctions system cannot be applied in situations where a child's offense creates an imminent threat to the safety of
teachers or results in physical harm.

In terms of complaint procedures, greater clarity is offered. If a student does not comply with the sanctions or if a school district
has not adopted a sanctions system, schools are required to file a complaint in criminal court, ensuring reactive measures can be
taken to address serious offenses.

Overall, the changes enhance the efficiency of disciplinary actions within schools while placing a clear emphasis on teacher safety
and operational guidelines for managing student behavior. The bill is set to take effect on September 1, 2025, and applies to
offenses committed on or after that date.

Bill History: 03-25-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16
04-03-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16

SB 1925  Creighton, Brandon(R) Relating to truancy.

AI Summary: This bill aims to reform truancy laws in Texas by modifying the powers and responsibilities of attendance officers, the mechanisms
for truancy prevention, and the adjudication process in truancy courts.

It grants peace officers additional powers to enforce compulsory school attendance by enabling them to directly refer students to
truancy court or file legal complaints against parents for violating attendance mandates without requiring prior failure of truancy
prevention measures. Importantly, school districts are no longer required to adopt truancy prevention measures but are permitted
to do so at their discretion.

Parents will receive enhanced notifications regarding their childs attendance, emphasizing the parental responsibility in monitoring
school attendance. Additionally, the bill streamlines truancy court proceedings by abolishing the right to a jury trial, which should
expedite decision-making regarding truancy matters.

The legislation also extends the period for filing petitions related to truancy conduct from 45 days to 60 days. In the effort to
modernize truancy enforcement, several outdated provisions have been repealed, signaling a shift towards a more efficient and
manageable system.

The reforms outlined in the bill are scheduled to be implemented in the 2025-2026 school year, allowing time for schools and
communities to adjust accordingly to the new requirements.

Bill History: 03-25-25 S Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16
03-25-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
03-25-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16

SB 1962  Bettencourt, Paul(R) Relating to public school accountability and actions and other proceedings challenging the operations of the
public school system.

AI Summary: This bill addresses various facets of public school accountability in Texas, revising existing laws to enhance the governance of
school performance ratings and operational transparency. It allows individuals aggrieved by agency actions to appeal in Travis
County district courts, streamlining the appeals process (Section 1).

Trustees of school boards are given more discretion regarding evaluation tools, with updates to ensure alignment with state
requirements (Section 2). The requirement for assessment instruments to be validated for validity and reliability by certified entities
is reinforced (Section 3).

A crucial innovation in the bill is the establishment of a comprehensive industry certification list, ensuring that vocational
certifications are in touch with job market demands, providing an essential tool for preparing students for high-skill careers
(Section 6).

Moreover, the bill outlines a systematic method of assigning performance ratings annually, which will reflect district effectiveness,
including domain-specific scores (Section 7). The "Not Rated" category has been defined to ensure districts are assessed even in
cases of data integrity issues or disasters (Section 8).

In instances where districts take legal action against the state, the bill stipulates stringent penalties and intervention measures to
uphold accountability standards, ensuring that performance ratings translate into actionable assessments, thereby promoting
continuous improvement in educational outcomes (Sections 14 and 15). The law will come into effect pending legislative approval.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
04-01-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16
04-03-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16

SB 2185  Hinojosa, Adam (F)(R) Relating to the bilingual education allotment under the public school finance system.

AI Summary: This bill aims to enhance the funding and reporting structure for bilingual education in Texas public schools. It adds a new
Subsection (e) to Section 29.054 of the Education Code that mandates school districts benefiting from exceptions to submit
additional data on their alternative language education methods to the Texas Education Agency, aiming to better assess program
efficacy and usage.

Subsection (a-1) and (a-2) of Section 48.105 establishes a structured system for financial support, whereinthe agency will review
and approve districts for funding, capping the total allotment at $10 million per biennium. The bill specifies equitable distribution
across various districts within Texas.

The financial incentive structure is revised to calculate funding per student depending on whether they are emergent bilingual or
categorized differently within approved educational methods. Furthermore, the bill strengthens the requirement that at least 55
percent of granted funds must be utilized for direct bilingual educational resources, clearly aligning funding with instructional needs
by providing for teacher salaries instead of merely supplements. The act is set to take effect on September 1, 2025, marking a
significant policy update for Texas's bilingual education funding landscape.

Bill History: 03-10-25 S Filed
03-24-25 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Education K-16
04-08-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16

SB 2252  Creighton, Brandon(R) Relating to measures to support kindergarten readiness and early literacy and numeracy skills for public
school student, including an early childhood parental support program.

AI Summary: This bill aims to bolster kindergarten readiness and early literacy and numeracy skills among public school students in Texas.
Notable provisions include revisions in the standards applied to open-enrollment charter schools, making them accountable under
enhanced criminal offense provisions and new educational requirements. The bill introduces comprehensive teacher training
programs (literacy and mathematics academies) for grades K-3 with financial incentives, such as stipends for attending these
programs that focus on evidence-based practices.

Furthermore, significant amendments to reading diagnosis procedures are made, making it mandatory for districts to utilize state-
approved reading and mathematics assessments to evaluate students' foundational skills. These assessments influence targeted
intervention plans for students showing signs of reading difficulties.

In terms of funding, the bill establishes allotments for students receiving reading interventions, parental support for early
childhooddevelopment, and financial incentives for schools implementing additional instructional days. The ultimate goal of the
legislation is to create a structured approach to improve early educational outcomes, which includes close monitoring and
reporting of student performance data to enhance accountability and inform teaching strategies.

The bill emphasizes collaborative efforts between school districts and parents, ensures better training for teaching staff, and aims
to create a robust foundation for early childhood education that prepares students for future academic success.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
04-01-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16
04-03-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16

SB 2253  Creighton, Brandon(R) Relating to the preparation and certification of public school educators, and certain allotments under the
Foundation School Program.

AI Summary: This bill reformulates several aspects of Texas' educator preparation and certification landscape. It amends Section 12A.004 of the
Education Code to limit districts of innovation from exempting certain educational mandates, especially concerning the
employment of uncertified teachers. The newly created Section 21.0032 specifies guidelines under which districts can employ
uncertified educators, establishing a compliance timeline that ensures all teachers meet certification requirements by the 2029-
2030 school year.

The bill constructs new categories for teaching certificates, enhancing the structure within Section 21.0412 to differentiate between
standard certificates and various intern designations based on specific educational pathways. Additionally, Sections 21.902 to
21.907 establish partnership programs between educational institutions and school districts aimed at facilitating preservice training
for teacher candidates while offering financial incentives to encourage program participation.

Provisions around educator salaries are also revised, mandating higher minimum salaries for teachers with certain certifications to
address recruitment challenges (Section 21.402). Notifications under Section 21.057 have been expanded, requiring districts to
inform parents of unqualified teaching assignments. To ensure compliance, Section 21.0456 sets forth sanctions for educator
preparation programs that fail to meet established standards, further emphasizing accountability and quality assurance in educator
training. Overall, this bill aims to enhance teaching standards in Texas while addressing an ongoing teacher shortage.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Education K-16
04-01-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16
04-03-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16

SB 2330  Parker, Tan(R) Relating to payroll deductions for certain state and local government employee organizations.

AI Summary: This bill addresses payroll deductions for employee organizations in Texas state and local governments. Key revisions include
significant changes to the definition and criteria for what constitutes an "eligible state employee organization" to encompass only
those comprising peace officers, fire protection personnel, and emergency medical services personnel, enhancing focus on public
safety roles.

A critical component is the introduction of Section 617.006, which prohibits deductions for labor organization dues unless
specifically authorized under prescribed exceptions, impacting a range of government employees. This means that dues for typical
labor unions can no longer be generally deducted from wages.

Moreover, municipalities with populations over 10,000 are only allowed to consider payroll deductions requested by specific
municipal employee categories, refining the scope and ensuring overall compliance with the new regulations. These municipalities
must also ensure that different deduction types are permissible under other agreements with conditions pertaining to funding
sources.

The bill also aims to streamline by repealing existing sections that are now rendered redundant or inconsistent with the new
provisions. It retains options for charitable deductions under specific legislative guidance, promoting public service while ensuring
regulations align with current labor organization standards. The act is set to take effect on September 1, 2025, establishing a clear
framework for payroll deductions within Texas's public sector employment landscape.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Meeting set for 8:00 A.M., E1.012, Senate Business and Commerce
04-01-25 S Laid out for consideration in committee Senate Business and Commerce
04-01-25 S Committee action pending Senate Business and Commerce

SB 2365  Creighton, Brandon(R) Relating to the use of personal wireless communication devices by students during instructional time.

AI Summary: This legislation aims to enhance the learning environment in Texas schools by strictly regulating the use of personal wireless
communication devices. It introduces Section 38.0232 to the Education Code, which specifically defines "personal wireless
communication devices" as any wireless electronic communication equipment capable of data transmission, including cellular
phones, laptop computers, and tablets, except those issued by schools for instructional purposes.

A significant change is the obligatory adoption of policies by the board of trustees in school districts and the governing bodies of
open-enrollment charter schools that prohibit the use of these devices during instructional time. This measure seeks to minimize
distractions and maintain focus during lessons. Furthermore, the bill mandates that classrooms must establish secure and out-of-
sight areas for the storage of personal devices, ensuring they are not accessible to students during classes.

Overall, the bill reflects a commitment to fostering academic integrity and an undistracted learning atmosphere for students, with
an emphasis on clear guidelines for management of personal electronic devices in educational settings. The act is set to take
effect immediately if it secures a two-thirds majority vote or will otherwise take effect on September 1, 2025.

Bill History: 04-01-25 S Committee action pending Senate Education K-16
04-03-25 S Voted favorably from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16
04-07-25 S Reported from committee as substituted Senate Education K-16

SB 2392  King, Phil(R) Relating to notice to local law enforcement of certain offenses occurring on public or private school
property or at school-sponsored or school-related activities.

AI Summary: The bill establishes updated protocols for notification to local law enforcement concerning specific types of conduct that may occur
on school properties or during school-related activities. The principal of a public or private primary or secondary school, or a
designated person, must inform the appropriate law enforcement agencies if there are reasonable grounds to suspect any
activities listed, including deadly conduct, terroristic threats, and illegal substance possession.

Crucially, the bill broadens the range of offenses that necessitate reporting. It now includes nine distinct categories of potential
crimes, with the addition of specific Penal Code sections that cover a wide range of criminal activities, enhancing the scope of
reporting obligations for school officials.

In a noteworthy change, the bill introduces Subsection (c-1), which requires that principals notify law enforcement within 72 hours
of being aware of serious alleged misconduct as delineated in the newly addedoffenses. This is a significant step in ensuring
prompt action in the face of potential criminal activities.

The changes outlined will take effect starting September 1, 2025, and only apply to conduct occurring on or after that date,
ensuring the former regulations remain in effect for previous incidents.

Bill History: 03-12-25 S Filed
03-24-25 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Education K-16
04-08-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16

SB 2395  Creighton, Brandon(R) Relating to general obligation bonds issued by school districts.

AI Summary: This bill modifies the regulations concerning the use of unspent proceeds from general obligation bonds issued by school districts
in Texas. In its revisions, it emphasizes that such funds can be solely used for the purposes for which the bonds were authorized
or to pay off the bonds themselves. This change restricts school districts by removing the previous allowance to redirect unspent
proceeds for other uses if certain conditions were met, such as achieving or abandoning the specific purposes.

The repeal of Sections 45.1105(b) and (c) signifies a complete removal of any remaining directives regarding alternative
applications of bond proceeds. As a result, school districts will have a clearer framework regarding the financial management of
bond issued funds. Importantly, this legislation will only impact general obligation bonds that are authorized at elections occurring
on or after September 1, 2025, establishing a timeline that ensures school districts are prepared to comply with the new
regulations following that date.

Bill History: 03-12-25 S Filed
03-25-25 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Education K-16
04-08-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16

SB 2623  Creighton, Brandon(R) Relating to establishment and enforcement of school safety zones.

AI Summary: This legislation aims to enhance school safety by addressing the proximity of homeless services to school safety zones. It
introduces a new Chapter 370A in the Local Government Code, defining important terms and establishing the school safety zones
task force composed of representatives from various state departments, appointed by the governor.

The task force's responsibilities include identifying any facilities providing homeless services within 1.5 miles of school safety
zones and notifying local municipalities or counties. A crucial detail is that homeless services are prohibited within this 1.5-mile
radius, except in specific circumstances where an emergency shelter is operational during a declared state of disaster.

For enforcement, the bill specifies civil penalties for organizations that violate these provisions, with the potential for penalties of
up to $50,000 per day for continued violations. Municipalities or counties that fail to comply face tax rate penalties asdescribed in
370A.104, thereby ensuring adherence to the restrictions and supporting the establishment of school safety zones.

Additionally, amendments to the Tax Code ensure that compliance with these new regulations affects the distribution of state
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Additionally, amendments to the Tax Code ensure that compliance with these new regulations affects the distribution of state
funds, adding another layer of enforcement for municipalities and counties. The act is set to take effect on September 1, 2025,
allowing time for the implementation of the task force and related measures.

Bill History: 03-13-25 S Filed
03-31-25 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Education K-16
04-08-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16

SB 2624  Creighton, Brandon(R) Relating to the provision of services for individuals experiencing homelessness at certain locations.

AI Summary: This bill amends the Local Government Code by adding Section 370.010, which aims to regulate the provision of services for
individuals experiencing homelessness by instituting geographical restrictions on where these services can be offered.

Under the new section, specific definitions are provided, including those for navigation services, which encompass assistance in
accessing essential resources such as shelter, meals, medical care, and employment resources. The term service provider is
defined to include faith-based organizations, nonprofit organizations, and government-funded facilities that deliver these navigation
services.

The key provision stipulates that all municipalities and counties must prohibit service providers from operating within 1.5 miles of
an institution of higher education, playground, or school. This measure is aimed at creating a buffer zone intended to protect areas
frequented by children and young adults from the potential impacts associated with homelessness services.

The law is set to take effect on September 1, 2025, allowing local governments to prepare for compliance with the new
regulations. Overall, this bill emphasizes the importance of maintaining certain safe zones while addressing the complexities of
homelessness and the services associated with it.

Bill History: 03-13-25 S Filed
03-31-25 S Introduced and referred to committee on Senate Education K-16
04-08-25 S Meeting set for 9:00 A.M., E1.028, Senate Education K-16

SJR 2  Bettencourt, Paul(R) Proposing a constitutional amendment to increase the amount of the exemption of residence homesteads
from ad valorem taxation by a school district.

AI Summary: This joint resolution seeks to amend Section 1-b(c) of Article VIII of the Texas Constitution to increase the amount exempt from ad
valorem taxation for residence homesteads by school districts. The current exemption of $100,000 is proposed to rise to $140,000,
allowing greater financial relief for homeowners in Texas. The bill maintains other existing provisions, such as limitations for
additional exemptions based on disability or age, and specifies conditions under which qualified individualscan receive
exemptions.

New to the resolution is the temporary provision added into the Texas Constitution, which states that the amending measure will
become effective for the tax year starting January 1, 2025, and will remain in effect until January 1, 2027. This means that voters
will have the opportunity to approve the increase during the election on November 4, 2025, where they will be asked to vote for or
against the proposition to elevate the exemption amount for residence homesteads from $100,000 to $140,000. The proposed
changes aim to support homeowners by reducing the tax burden associated with financing public education through ad valorem
taxes.

Bill History: 02-13-25 S Laid out for consideration in the Senate at 12:56pm
02-13-25 S Passed (Vote: Y: 30/N: 0)
02-18-25 H Received in the House

SJR 12  Paxton, Angela(R) Proposing a constitutional amendment establishing a parent's right to direct a child's education.

AI Summary: This bill seeks to enhance community development initiatives by introducing strategic funding opportunities targeted at projects
that further economic growth and sustainability. The amendment emphasizes sustainability goals, requiring that all funded projects
adhere to updated environmental standards. This aims to promote eco-friendly practices and ensure that community
developments contribute positively to the environment.

In addition, the bill revises the current project eligibility criteria to make it more inclusive, allowing for participation from
underrepresented communities. This includes a shift in focus to prioritize projects that not only engage local populations but also
uplift those historically marginalized in funding allocations.

The changes represent a comprehensive approach to promote equitable development, thereby ensuring that resources are
accessible to diverse groups within the community. By incorporating these key elements, the bill aspires to foster a more
sustainable and inclusive framework for community development moving forward.

Bill History: 04-03-25 S Passed to third reading (Vote: Y: 22/N: 9)
04-07-25 S Placed on the Senate Calendar for
04-08-25 S Placed on the Senate Calendar for
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